
 

 

FLYFORD FLAVELL, GRAFTON FLYFORD & 
NORTH PIDDLE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held at The Flyford’s Hall 

on Tuesday 24th May 2022  
 
 
Present Sadie Densham    Andrew Short  

 David Waide     John East   
David Rhodes  Richard Davey (Chairman) 

  
  Mark Broughton-Taylor attended as clerk 
   
 
Apologies Linda Robinson  

 
2. Declaration of Interest:   
 
 None 
   
3. Public Participation:  
 
 The meeting was live streamed. One member of the public attended on line. 
 

Members of the public enquired about rumours of potential development on the 
land behind Hilltop Farm on Old Hill, Flyford Flavell.  The chairman responded 
that the parish council had no notification of any such proposals and that they 
thought the land was protected by a planning covenant.  The parish council will 
inform the public immediately if any proposals come through.   

  
4. Minutes of the 26th April 2022 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th April 2022 were accepted as a true record 
of the meeting. 
  
Proposed: Sadie Densham  Seconded: John East   All in favour 
 

 
5. Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
 
 None. 
 
   
6. Correspondence 
 
 None. 
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7. Flyford Green 
 

The clerk reported on further legal enhancements which might be possible to 
provide protection for the village green in the long term.  Although the green is 
owned by the parish council, which has no intention of selling or developing it, 
there is presently nothing stopping a future parish council from changing this 
policy.  There are measures that can be taken which would put the green in 
‘trust’ so that it is protected as an open space in perpetuity.  The clerk outlined 
the options available but the discussion was deferred until next meeting so 
that councillors could consider the documents provided by the clerk in more 
detail. 
 
It was agreed that as there had been a delay in planting the trees it should 
now wait until the next planting season in the autumn before any trees were 
planted.  It was agreed that some of the Woodland Trust Tress will be planted 
along the Radford Road hedge as part of the Queen’s Canopy Project. 
 
It was recognised that there was some difference in opinion emerging 
concerning future enhancements to the green and David Waide agreed to 
form a management group to unite the various parties who are working on the 
green.  It was unanimously agreed that the flower beds and wild flowers were 
now looking wonderful and that everyone was doing a marvellous job. David 
agreed to write a ‘constitution’ for the management group for the parish 
council to approve next meeting. 
 
Proposed Sadie Densham Seconded David Rhodes. All in agreement 
 
It was reported that there was some slight fraying of the protection sleeve on 
all 4 attachments on the swing.  It was thought that this might have been 
caused during construction and the clerk was asked to report it to the 
manufactures. 
 

8.   Planning matters  
 
  To report approval and discussion 
 

 
8.1  Mr & Mrs Farmer     W/20/02435/S106 

Hilltop Farm 
  Old Hill 
  Flyford Flavell 
  WR7 4DA 
 
  This application has now been withdrawn 
 

8.2  To Report Approval 
 
  Craig Styler Homes     21/02443/FUL 
  Kelmstowe 
  Grafton Flyford 
  Worcestershire 
  WR7 4PH 
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  This application has been approved 
 

Councillors raised the issue of an Environment Management Plan in 
connection with this application and observed that they thought this was now 
standard practice but it was not a condition in this case.  It was agreed that in 
future this would be a standard consideration of the parish council. 
 
SWDP 

 
It was noted that the SWDP review had been delayed due to the changes in 
government approach to planning.  It was expected that there may be an 
interim report for consultation in the autumn.    
 
It was also observed that Wychavon have had to share its stock of land supply 
with Malvern Hill District Council which could potentially weaken Wychavon’s 
ability to fight speculative development proposals. 
 

 
9. District and County Councillors 
 
 COVID update 

As we are all aware Covid 19 is still very much amongst us albeit with much 
milder symptoms for most of those infected . Rates in Worcestershire are 
decreasing but we still have one of the highest rates in England at 248 cases 
per 100,000 against 227 for England as a whole.  We currently have 158 
cases in Worcestershire Acute hospitals. This increase is the highest we have 
seen in the last year. It has led to staff shortages and longer waiting times 
particularly for ambulances. 
Spring Booster vaccinations are now being offered to over 75’s and those with 
a weakened immune system aged 12 and over. 
The advice is still to take extra care and follow guidance to keep yourself and 
others safe. 
 
Community Recovery Fund. 
Applications to Wychavon’s Community Recovery Fund will open at the end of 
April. The £150,000 grant fund has been set up to support community 
groups/organisations that have been affected by the pandemic and need 
support to assist with their day to day running costs or meeting increased 
demand.  
SWDP. 
The SWDP publication which was scheduled for consultation in July has been 
delayed. Work on the key documents relating to development sites and the 
infrastructure to support them is yet to be completed. 

 
WORCESTERSHIRE’s roads will be given a new lease of life when the 
county’s surface dressing programme hits the streets. 

The programme will see road surfaces across the county restored, with more 
160 sites set to be treated over the spring and summer. 

Surface dressing works follow on from the winter gritting season and various 
other ongoing works taking place to maintain and improve the county’s road 
network. 
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Jon Fraser from Worcestershire County Council Highways said: “The surface 
dressing process is used to improve the surface of the road and slow down 
deterioration. 

“Once the road surface has ‘settled down’ over a number of weeks, the road 
surface is as good as new. Using this quick and efficient process means that 
disruption to all road users is kept to a minimum. 

“Please keep an eye out for signs detailing works in your road and do what 
you can to help works run as smoothly as possible.” 

Surface dressing is a very effective way of restoring the road surface to extend 
the life of an existing surface, prevent deterioration, improve skid resistance, 
and seal the road against water preventing potholes forming in winter. 

Signs will be displayed on roads prior to any work taking place and works are 
subject to change if weather conditions are suitable to carry out the process. 

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/surfacedressing for the list of roads which 
will be subject to the works in 2022 and stay up to date with the surface 
dressing schedule on Twitter @WorcsTravel. 

 
 

Ukraine. 
Since we last met the crisis in the Ukraine has worsened and I have attached 
the most recent communication I have had from WCC with an update on the 
current statistics in Worcestershire on refugees. As of last week, 12 Ukrainian 
children are attending schools in Wychavon with many more expected. 
We have been asked as Councillors to try to encourage help from anyone who 
speaks Russian or Ukrainian to come forward to assist with translation and 
communication. 
 
The response, generosity and offers of help from our local communities comes 
as no surprise to me. Whether through fund raising, donations or offering to 
act as hosts thank you all so much. I have visited the Ukraine several times in 
the past and recently had the occasion through our Local Government 
Association to speak with some Ukrainian councillors.   The situation they are 
finding their communities in is shocking and beyond belief in modern times. 
The trauma inflicted on them is indescribable and deeply distressing. 
Consequent shortages and rising costs of energy are affecting us all globally 
not to mention our local farmers who are struggling with the increased costs of 
fertiliser and red diesel for their tractors. Food prices are on the rise and some 
difficult choices are having to be made by many as the war in Ukraine has 
such far reaching consequences. 

 
Homes for Ukraine Support in Worcestershire 

  
• The County Council, District Councils and partners have unanimously pledged 

to do all they can to support families and individuals arriving in Worcestershire 
from Ukraine as part of the Homes for Ukraine Scheme and the Ukraine 
Family Scheme. 
  

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/surfacedressing
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• Below is the most up to date number of Hosts and Guests and as previously 

communicated, this number is changing on a regular basis. 
  

Data as at 11/04/2022 – number of children split by school stage 
  

District 

No of 
Host 

Properties 
No of 

Guests 

No of Children by School 
Stage 

Pre-
school Primary Secondary 

Bromsgrove 26 62 3 7 15 

Malvern 57 147 10 34 21 

Redditch 11 25 2 7 2 

Worcester 36 80 3 16 14 

Wychavon 80 202 15 32 37 

Wyre 
Forest 20 49 6 8 4 

Grand 
Total 230 565 39 104 93 

  
• The District teams are working tirelessly on the housing checks and County 

Council teams are doing the same with the DBS checks needed for all 
Sponsor family members aged 16+. 

• Guidance has changed such that our team are only checking IDs for advanced 
checks on households hosting children, links to complete basic checks are 
being sent to households without children. Once certificates arrive, sponsors 
will be asked to bring them to an appointment at their local library to be 
checked. 

• A route has been established with the finance team to pay for basic checks via 
refund or alternatively sponsors are given an option to forward the link to 
payment direct to the H2H team. 

• A locally built Here2Host dashboard is being developed to allow District and 
County colleagues to update details on sponsors and guests, this includes 
confirming when house checks are completed, DBS ID checks and notes 
around any safeguarding/welfare needs.   

• Staff training for certificate checking will be delivered by the DBS team and 
preparations are being made to transition staff from checking ID to now also 
checking certificates. 

o   We have had reassurances from the Department for Levelling Up, 
Housing and Communities (DLUHC) that the DBS check and 
accommodation check are not a requirement for issuing a visa from the 
Home Office and the associated permission to travel, and the 
DBS/accommodation check may well be completed after any Ukraine 
nationals arrive. 

o District teams in Worcestershire have carried out a considerable 
number of accommodation checks already, even before Ukrainian 
Guests have arrived and we are arranging DBS checks for sponsors 
and members of their households aged 16+. We have moved very 
quickly however there may be a delay with DBS checks due to the 
sheer number being requested nationally, although this will not prevent 
visas being issued by the Home Office for Ukrainian Guests arriving in 
the county. 
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o We now know that Sponsors’ council tax rates and benefits will not 

being affected by the change in circumstance by hosting Guests. 
o We urge charities, community groups, organisations or businesses who 

are able to offer support to Refugees to register their service on 
the Community Services Directory to enable us to build up support 
networks and signposting. 

• Signposting to Welcome guides and checklists are being sent to sponsors and 
the website is being updated to reflect available support. 

• The County Council’s Adult Learning Team is running Cultural awareness 
sessions for Officers (Districts, County Council, wider partners inc. schools) 
and Sponsors on cultural awareness.  These have been well received so far. 

• Welcome packs are being collated for Guests and Sponsors that contain a 
wide range of useful local information provided by District colleagues in 
addition to information provided by the County Council and other partners. 

• District Councils have confirmed arrangements for making an immediate 
welfare payment of £200 per guest as well as setting up the monthly £350 
‘thank you’ payments for Sponsors. 

  
  

Education Update – school places for Ukrainian children 
  

• All children living in the UK have a right to access a school in England, 
irrespective of their nationality.  The Government’s expectation is that if there 
are school places available in the local area, even if not in the immediate 
vicinity of the family’s home, the local authority will work with families arriving 
from Ukraine to enable the children to attend school as soon as possible. 

• In Worcestershire, access to information and the admission application 
process is being supported by Here2Help. To date (19/04/2022), 26 children 
and young people have already been offered places in schools across the 
county through the application route, with another 7 applications currently 
being processed. Details of all applications are shown below: 
 

District Number of school applications 

Wychavon 12 (10 first, 2 secondary) 

Wyre Forest 2 (1 primary. 1 secondary) 

Malvern Hills 3 (primary) 

Redditch 2 (1 first, 1 middle) 

Worcester 13 (7 primary, 6 secondary) 

Bromsgrove                           1. (secondary)    

  
• Support to assist with admissions is available via School Admissions on 01905 

844 111 or email at schooladmissions@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk  The website 
has information in relation to making an application In-Year Applications | In-
Year Applications | Worcestershire County Council. In addition anyone 
contacting the Worcestershire Hub in relation to School Admissions, on 01905 
822 700, are signposted to WCF, if the query is not something they can 
answer on their knowledge base. 

 
 
 
 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Aq4JCGY9rsBJLVTKWQJv?domain=capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:schooladmissions@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/BQjICJYPxsB8Q7TGuS6X?domain=worcestershire.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/BQjICJYPxsB8Q7TGuS6X?domain=worcestershire.gov.uk
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10. Highways and Footpaths 
 

It was noted that as part of the safety improvements along the A422 Highways 
had installed red eye studs along the edge of the road.  The council 
unanimously consider these to be a hazard rather than an enhancement.  For 
cyclists they are just in the way of where they would normally ride meaning 
that they need to cycle further out into the road.  It was also observed that the 
studs made you drive further into the road thus causing vehicles to use up 
more space and potentially endanger oncoming traffic. 
 
It was noted that fencing had been erected on the highway verge at Sawpitts 
in Grafton Flyford.  The clerk stated that this had already been reported to 
Highways. 

 
Concern was raised about the overgrown hedge on the A422 over the footway 
as approaching the service station from the west.  The clerk promised to 
arrange for the lengthsman to attend to this. 
 
The clerk brought councillor’s attention to a campaign being conducted by 
CALC to reduce village and urban speed limits to 20mph.  Councillors 
unanimously agreed to support this initiative and to promote Flyford Flavell to 
be included. 
 
Proposed Sadie Densham Seconded Andrew Short  All in favour 

 
 
11. Treasurer’s Report 
 

Grafton Society £1,500.00 
 Appeal Fund  £1,570.00 
 
 
 Deposit Acc  £12,362.35 
 Current Acc  £2,042.13 

 
 
12. Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
 
 Sadie Densham reported that the arrangements for the Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations were going very well.  54 people were signed up for the lunch at 
the Flyford’s Hall and about 150 people would be attending the picnic on the 
green. 

 
 It was noted that fewer children than expected had registered for a 

commemorative mug.  The clerk was asked to make a second appeal. 
 
13. Climate Change 
 

Andrew Short reported that estimates show that Flyford Flavell and the 
surrounding areas have a carbon footprint of between two and three times the 
national average.  It was agreed that there was a lot to be done to understand 
how this could be tackled and the average brought in line with government 
aspirations. 
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14.  Any Other Business  
  There was no any other business 
 
 
  
 
 

15. Dates of Next Meetings:    
   

         17th January  2023 
         21st March 2023 
         16th May 2023 
  12th July 2022    18th July 2023 
  13th September 2022   19th September 2023 
  15th November 2022   21st November 2023 

 
 

Signed:     Date: 
 
 
Actions Required By Councillors 
 
1. Replacement councillor required for Flyford Flavell – FF Councillors 
2. Additional Councillor required for North Piddle. 
3. Liaison with Neighbourhood Watch – David Rhodes & Sadie Densham 
4. Village Green working group to be convened and arrangements to create a 

management group – David Waide 
5. Jubilee matters to be progressed – Sadie Densham 
6. Climate Change working group to be convened – Andrew Short 
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