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PRINTING COSTS FOR THIS DOCUMENT WERE RAISED THROUGH GRANT APPLICATION AND 
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WHAT YOU WILL FIND IN THE PARISH PLAN 

 

The first section of the Parish Plan covers an overview of the parishes, an introduction 

to the plan and the nine key areas of the plan: the issues raised by you, the vision and 

policy statements.  The second part of the plan is Appendix 1 which covers the aims and 

action points arising from the issues raised by the community. Appendix 2 is a 

history of the parishes. 
 

The Three Parishes Plan for Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford, Libbery and North 

Piddle supports the views of the parishioners, following consultation.  It has been 

produced based on information gathered through public meetings and events, parish 

questionnaire, research, consultation and liaison with outside organisations, Parish, 

District and County Councils and most importantly with community participation 

throughout the process. 
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

In 2000 the government published several Rural White Papers recommending that local communities should take more control over their 

lives and in early 2004, the Parish Council agreed that it would be sensible to conduct a Parish Survey to determine how residents feel about 

local issues such as housing, employment, roads, shops, recreation, the environment, etc. and what changes (if any) they would like to see.  

Initial funding for this was provided by the Parish Council.   

 

All residents of Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford with Libbery and North Piddle were invited to a well-attended public meeting held on 12 

June 2004 at Three Parishes Hall and following this meeting a committee was formed from volunteers within the parishes to take the idea 

forward.  Funding was obtained with a grant from the Countryside Agency committee members have donated many hours of their free time 

to organise, manage and consult in order to produce this plan.    Initially, a Survey was devised and this was delivered to all households in 

April 2005.  Survey results were then collated and the initial results were exhibited to parishioners at an 0pen Day held on 25 June 2005.   

Discussions took place with various interested groups and the draft Parish Plan was on view at the Three Parishes Hall every Saturday in 

May 2007 for final public consultation.  
 

 

Communities throughout the country are preparing parish Plans. 

 

 
WHAT WILL THE PARISH PLAN ACHIEVE? 

 

A Parish Plan is a statement of how the community sees itself developing over the next few years.  It sets out a vision of what is important.  It 

aims to reflect the views of all sections of the community, identify which features and local characteristics people value, identify local 

problems and opportunities, spells out how residents want the community to develop in the future and prepares a plan of action to achieve 

this vision. It suggests how to preserve valued local features and how any new development can be successfully incorporated.  It maps out the 

facilities that the parishes need to secure their future as good places in which to live and work. 

 

The plan aims to establish an agreed framework against which the Parish Council, parish groups and societies can assess opportunities and 

future direction.  The detailed action plan sets out the route to address the key issues and will be updated as required by the Parish Council 

and Community Action Group.  It will also guide actions and priorities in dealing with other statutory bodies, agencies, individuals and 

organisations. 
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WHAT NEXT? 

 

Following Parish Council acceptance, the final plan has been printed and distributed to all households in the parishes.   

 

The first priority of the Parish Plan will be to produce a Village Design Statement (see page 17).  This statement, which sets out the character 

of the communities, will give you, the residents, a recognised voice in the planning process. 

 

 This vital document will: 

 

 1.  set out the character of the parishes in a way that will encourage local distinctive design. 

 2.  give the community a recognised voice in the planning processes that affect the visual quality of the parishes. 

 3.  support and strengthen the role of the Parish Council when consulted over planning applications. 

 4.  demonstrate local commitment to high quality design and appropriate development that will improve the quality of life in the 

        parishes. 

 5.  contribute to securing a thriving and viable future for the parishes. 

 6.  enable local priorities to be considered in the development process. 

 7.  enable local people to be able to respond in an informed and professional manner to planning and development processes 

 8.  be applicable to all areas of the parishes. 

 

 

 
Producing a Village Design Statement will need the co-operation of every one in the three parishes, it 

may take many months to produce and will require a great deal of work.  Help spread the load by 

joining a sub-committee to work on areas of the design statement that interest you.   
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THE PARISH SURVEY 

 

The Parish Survey was conducted in April 2005.   195 surveys were delivered and 114 collected by members of the Parish Plan committee.  

All surveys were anonymous ensuring confidentiality. Every dwelling in the three parishes received a copy of the survey with a return of 

59%. Results were summarised by a small group of committee members and then presented to the whole committee.  From this, displays 

were produced and presented to residents at an Open Day held 25 June 2005. 

 

Our thanks must go to everybody who took the time to answer the survey.  Results were carefully analysed and nine main areas of concern 

became the framework for the Parish Plan.  The most comments related to the environment, transport & highways, planning & housing, the 

churches, shopping, services & public utilities, communication & local government, education, employment & training, sport, recreation & 

leisure, and health & emergency services.  Results of the Parish Survey and schoolchildren’s comments are held centrally and are available 

for inspection. 

 

Survey results indicated that the local environment, community and lifestyle are extremely important to residents of all three parishes.   

Whilst many residents wish to see the parishes stay exactly as they are, the parishes will need to evolve and develop, but in ways which 

maintain their current attractiveness. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everybody who responded to the survey! 
 

 
 

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PARISH SURVEY 

 

To have comprehensive consultation with the community 

To enable a representative sample of views in the parishes to be expressed 

To find out what problems or unmet needs there are in the community 

To find out what we wish our community to be like in the future 

To provide quantitative and qualitative information necessary to establish this Parish Plan 
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                          Parish Profile - Flyford Flavell  

     

Parish Statistics      
Worcestershire 
Total  

Area (in Hectares) 279   173529  

Population Density (people per hectare) 0.88   3.12  

Number of Households  95   223049  

Number of people living in Households  245   532823  

Average Household Size (persons per household) 2.6   2.4  

     

Population Number  Percentage  Worcestershire   

Total Population  245   542107  

Males 131 53.5 49%  

Females  114 46.5 51%  

Number of Students living away from home  5   6316  

     

Age Structure  Number  Percentage  Worcestershire %  

People aged 0-4 9 3.6 5.6  

People aged 5-9 15 6.0 6.1  

People aged 10-14 21 8.5 6.5  

People aged 15 5 2.0 1.3  

People aged 16-17 3 1.2 2.5  

People aged 18-19 3 1.2 2.1  

People aged 20-24 6 2.4 5.0  

People aged 25-29 3 1.2 5.7  

People aged 30-44 42 16.9 22.1  

People aged 45-59 71 28.6 21.3  

People aged 60-64 29 11.7 5.3  

People aged 65+ 41 16.5 16.4  

 

 
 

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Produced by the Research and Intelligence Unit, Worcestershire County Council   

© Crown Copyright     

     
The Three Parishes Plan committee gratefully acknowledge the help and support by the Research and 
Intelligence 

Unit, Worcestershire County Council, with the adaptation of the data for publication and, for permission to publish. 

The above data was extracted from the 2001 census returns     
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Parish Profile Grafton Flyford     

     

     

Parish Statistics      
Worcestershire 
Total  

Area (in Hectares) 678   173529  

Population Density (people per hectare) 0.2   3.12  

Number of Households  60   223049  

Number of people living in Households  137   532823  

Average Household Size (persons per household) 2.3   2.4  

     

Population Number  Percentage  Worcestershire   

Total Population  137   542107  

Males 63 46.0 49%  

Females  74 54.0 51%  

Number of Students living away from home  3   6316  

     

Age Structure  Number  Percentage  Worcestershire %  

People aged 0-4 7 5.0 5.6  

People aged 5-9 4 2.9 6.1  

People aged 10-14 6 4.3 6.5  

People aged 15 3 2.1 1.3  

People aged 16-17 4 2.9 2.5  

People aged 18-19 3 2.1 2.1  

People aged 20-24 3 2.1 5.0  

People aged 25-29 6 4.3 5.7  

People aged 30-44 22 15.7 22.1  

People aged 45-59 39 27.9 21.3  

People aged 60-64 18 12.9 5.3  

People aged 65+ 25 17.9 16.4  

 

 
 

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Produced by the Research and Intelligence Unit, Worcestershire County Council   

© Crown Copyright     

     

The Three Parishes Plan committee gratefully acknowledge the help and support by the Research and Intelligence 

Unit, Worcestershire County Council, with the adaptation of the data for publication and, for permission to publish. 

The above data was extracted from the 2001 census returns.     
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                  Parish Profile - North Piddle 
    

    

Parish Statistics      Worcs. Total 

Area (in Hectares) 322   173529 

Population Density (people per hectare) 0.34   3.12 

Number of Households  43   223049 

Number of people living in Households  107   532823 

Average Household Size (persons per household) 2.5   2.4 

    

Population Number  
%  

Worcs.  

Total Population  107   542107 

Males 52 49.0 49% 

Females  55 51.0 51% 

Number of Students living away from home  3   6316 

    

Age Structure  Number  % Worcs. % 

People aged 0-4 5 4.5 5.6 

People aged 5-9 3 3.3 6.1 

People aged 10-14 6 5.3 6.5 

People aged 15 2 2.0 1.3 

People aged 16-17 4 3.7 2.5 

People aged 18-19 1 1.2 2.1 

People aged 20-24 4 4.1 5.0 

People aged 25-29 3 3.3 5.7 

People aged 30-44 21 19.5 22.1 

People aged 45-59 28 26.4 21.3 

People aged 60-64 10 9.3 5.3 

People aged 65+ 18 17.5 16.4 

© Crown Copyright 

 

The Three Parishes Plan committee gratefully acknowledge the help and support by the Research and Intelligence 

Unit, Worcestershire County Council, with the adaptation of the data for publication and, for permission to publish. 

The above data was extracted from the 2001 census returns. 
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1. THE ENVIRONMENT        Preserving our heritage for the future  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grafton Wood 
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The Vision 

 

To maintain the balance between preservation of the environment and landscape, with appropriate enhancement, and the incorporation of 

natural and enforced change. Improved provision of recycling facilities and improved drainage and sewerage systems. 

        

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will : 

 

• work with Wychavon District Council , Worcestershire County Council, the Forestry Commission, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and 

other agencies to ensure that the Regional Spatial Strategy, management plans and adopted policies recognise the importance of 

maintaining the attractiveness of the existing landscape in and around the three parishes.   

• encourage the planting of additional trees, hedgerows and roadside wild planting in appropriate locations throughout the three parishes. 

• work to find ways of ensuring that the drainage and sewerage systems within the parishes are maintained to the standard necessary to 

avoid environmental pollution. 

• continue to employ the services of a Lengthsman in order to maintain the maintenance of verges and public areas on a continuous basis.  

• address concerns regarding green issues 

  

     “Our villages are very important to us.  We care for them and hope that others do likewise.   
   If we all did our share, we could keep the villages in good order at all times.” 
 

The Issues 

 

(a)   Natural Environment: Preservation of existing landscape to retain the rural environment.  Maintenance and preservation of Grafton            

Wood and Piddle Brook.  Maintenance of mature trees.  Maintenance of existing, and planting of new, hedgerows.  Roadside 

planting of native bulbs and wild flowers 

(b)   Built Environment:  Prevention of light pollution.  Maintenance of existing skyline. 

(c)  Drainage and sewerage:  Inefficient drainage systems. 

(d)  Litter bins.  Fly tipping.  Dog fouling.  Recycling. 

 

“I keep the phone number so that I can get in touch with the Council. Fly tipping from outside the area is a problem from time to time but 

the Council collection service is a really good innovation.” 
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This problem is currently being 

investigated by the parish council. It 

is hoped that a solution will be 

found. 

 

In addition, regular police patrols 

have been set up to monitor traffic 

behaviour and parking in this area of 

the village. 

 

Photograph taken at 9:00 am outside Flyford Flavell School on 

any school day.  

2.  TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS 
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The Vision 

 

Measures that ensure safe highways and appropriate opportunities for travel whilst maintaining the rural environment and landscape.  Parish 

roads to be as safe as possible for all users, together with well-maintained roads and verges. Provision of transport options other than private 

car for those who wish to use them.  Suitable, safe parking at Flyford Flavell First School and safe transport provision for all school children 

in the parishes. 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

• work with Worcestershire County Council, Wychavon District Council Highways Partnership, West Mercia Police and other agencies to 

ensure that the road system in and around Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford, Libbery and North Piddle is well maintained and that best 

practice measures are used to minimise accidents and incidents with emphasis on speed limits, particularly outside Flyford First School. 

• work to ensure the appropriate provision of safe footways and investigation of safe cycle routes. 

• discourage the use of lanes by Heavy Goods Vehicles by using appropriate signage where appropriate and by investigating Satellite 

Navigation systems which suggest routes through narrow lanes. 

• continue to pursue its aims to bring about a solution to parking problems in the centre of Flyford Flavell, in conjunction with Highways 

Partnership, West Mercia Police and Flyford Flavell First School. 

• encourage the continuation of bus services and investigate alternative methods of travel for residents. 

2.  TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS    “Late buses from Worcester on Saturday nights desperately needed by  
        young people AND adults who would like a night out without driving.” 

The Issues 

 

(a)   Road Safety: 

 Excessive road speeds particularly on A422 

 Need for quiet lanes                  Discourage use of lanes by  HGVs 

 Parking outside Flyford Flavell First School   Provision of safe travel to school 

 Maintenance of road surface     Maintenance of verges and lay-bys 

(b)  Local Transport: 

 Public bus service      Local taxi service 

 Shared transport scheme 

(c) Safe cycle ways and footpaths 
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3.  PLANNING, HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT    “A design statement should be produced by local  
           people to guide planning officers when considering 
            applications in our parishes.” 

The Issues 

 

The settlements of Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford, Libbery and North Piddle may, on the surface, appear to have remained unchanged over 

the years, but there have been a consistent number of applications approved each year for home extensions, barn conversions and additional 

individual and small residential developments in the area. The majority of the respondents of the three parishes wish things “to stay as they 

are“.  It is important to us all that the three parishes retain their rural character and that any changes that happen concur with the wishes of the 

most important people in the parishes - the residents. Results from the survey indicate that people chose to live in the three parishes because 

of village life and community spirit, the rural way of life, space and quietness: in other words quality of life. When asked how this quality of 

life could be maintained the most frequent suggestions were of restrained development and retention of rural character. Survey responses 

indicate that a high proportion of residents would like to maintain the status quo.  There was some support as well for the development of 

rural enterprises. The Parish Plan survey found little or no support for large housing developments or executive housing.  There was some 

small support for affordable housing for first time buyers and new single dwellings in controlled locations. There were mixed responses to 

other forms of development.  Although on one hand people said they would like to see more jobs locally; at the same time they wanted the 

parishes to stay as they are. There was concern regarding loss of character in settlement areas due to the removal of hedgerows and trees, 

both alongside fields and house frontages.  On-road parking, particularly in the centre of Flyford Flavell is considered a serious hazard.  

 

The Vision 

 

Balance the housing needs of the local communities who, overall, have indicated they wish no large residential developments. A community 

of attractive well-maintained buildings blending with the rural environment, with very limited village infilling and no new developments 

except in exceptional cases where they will materially enhance the community in some way.  Residents of the parishes to have a say on how 

the parishes will develop and have the ability to influence future development within the parishes.   

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

•  continue to influence, as far as it can, the development of the Regional Spatial Strategy and other policies to ensure that the adopted 

policies are appropriate to the needs of Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford, Libbery and North Piddle.   

• support the production of a Village Design Statement or similar to give residents a recognised voice in the planning process and work to 

ensure the voice of community is listened to in the application of the planning process. 

• ensure the protection of open countryside 
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4. THE CHURCHES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

Church buildings and churchyards kept in appropriate condition, preserving them for the use of future generations, available for all 

parishioners to use for worship and religious ceremonies and to engender community spirit through the provision of spiritual support and 

care.  Use of church buildings for other community activities. 

  

The Church sees its role as working to be a full and integral part of the community its serves, in particular: 

a) Looking at ways in which the Church buildings can, where appropriate, be developed and extended in order that they can be more                  

widely used by the community. 

b) Use feedback from the community to raise the profile of the Church and encourage attendance. 

c) Develop ways in which pastoral care can be offered to all those in any kind of need and to strengthen communications within the 

community, to be aware of those who may need support, whether they attend church or not. 

d) Remain true to Christian teachings and values within in the community and to be a focus for the community to work closely together 

for the benefit of all. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

•  continue to help to support the churches financially where appropriate and actively facilitate the application for grants and funding, and 

       encourage volunteer effort from within and outside the parishes. 

• support the use of church buildings for other activities within the community. 

 

“The church is the focal point of our community and every  
effort should be made to keep the building in good repair. “ 

“I would like the church to be more widely used as a community  
building.  It would be lovely to see different groups using the church.” 

The Issues 

 

The fabric of the churches is in need of constant repair.  The churchyards are in need of continual maintenance.  Funding is required 

for these.  The opportunity for other use of churches for community activities. 
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5.  SHOPPING, SERVICES & PUBLIC UTILITIES    “Everything should be done to ensure 

            the local shop and post office remain.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

Thriving local services, including post office, shops, public houses, service stations etc., 

serving the communities and reducing the need to travel.  To encourage other rural 

enterprises which enhance and support the local parishes. Provision of professional 

information and advice to enable residents to become energy efficient.   High quality, 

reliable and keenly priced utilities together with an effective system for repair and 

improvement. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

 

•  continue to support the local service station and Post Office and Stores through rate relief and other processes as appropriate. 

• support any initiatives to improve the delivery of cheaper fuel options to the parish. 

• support measures taken by residents to increase energy savings and efficient usage, within the boundary of planning processes and 

investigate alternative energy sources 

• actively encourage utility suppliers to improve services within the three parishes and seek to monitor and follow up any future serious or 

on-going intermittent failures in supplies. 
“Telephone always breaking down.   

“Lower community charge for new businesses.                                               BT live in a van outside our house!” 
  Encourage agricultural diversification. “ 

The Issues 

 

Support for local shops and businesses 

Rural business activities 

High cost of rural energy 

Energy efficiency & savings 

Inefficiency in some utility services.  Sporadic loss of utility supplies; 

interruptions in water, electricity and telephone services were all highlighted 

in the survey. 
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6.  COMMUNICATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT   “The local villages newssheet is very good.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

Easy availability of all information required on a day to day 

basis to enhance the life of those in the parishes through a 

choice of channels, for example:  parish councillors, local 

free newspaper, notice boards, web site and parish 

magazines.  The formation of the Parish Plan as a means 

of reflecting the views of the community on all future 

developments. 

      

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

 

• continue to encourage initiatives to improve communication including continued financial support to the Benefice newssheet.   

• actively seek to keep residents regularly informed of Parish Council meeting dates, decisions and topics discussed both on its notice 

boards and in the benefice newssheet and work to implement a parish website. 

• Support the implementation of the Parish Plan. 

 
“Local Government:  “Don’t know enough about them” 

 

The Issues 

 

Communication of information 

Lack of Parish Web Site 

Benefice Newssheet – need for support 

Parish Plan 
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7.  EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

Continued support for the local school. Development of local 

education classes available to all within the three parishes where 

demand justifies it.  Enhance broadband technology for those 

working from home and the provision of support and professional advice required for agricultural and small business opportunities working 

from home with the support of the Rural Activities Council and other agencies. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

 

•  continue to support the existing local school and its pre-school provision. 

•  support and encourage  local businesses, while not conflicting with environmental policies through Rural Activities Council and other     

agencies 
 

“Emphasis on vocational training at a national level so that there is ready  

access to plumbers, gardeners etc locally who could live and work here.” 

 

“Activities (needed) for 8-16 yrs in holidays - not a holiday club, I.e. 9-6 pm, 

 but activities where children could meet up and share common interests 

      eg. rounders, tennis, cycling, craft, drama, nature walks.” 

The Issues 

 

Local first school 

Agricultural related and other small business 

opportunities including working from home 

Provision of additional, education and interests of 

children and adults 
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8. SPORT, RECREATION & LEISURE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Three Parishes Hall  

Registered Charity held in trust for the three parishes. 



 23 

8. SPORT, RECREATION & LEISURE       “We need a sports field.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

To offer a balance of leisure and social activities to suit all ages.  To engender a community spirit and to offer the opportunity to maintain a 

healthy lifestyle. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

 

• actively support the Three Parishes Hall as an important amenity within the parishes and encourage the use of other buildings, e.g. 

churches and school, as appropriate.  

• work with Worcestershire County Council and the Footpaths Officer to ensure that footpaths within the parishes are regularly cleared and 

properly sign posted and to remind local landowners of their responsibility with respect to footpaths, e.g. regular hedge trimming. 

 

 

“Village green and sports facilities important. 
  Children’s play area or use of school grounds.” 
 

“Would like to see village events, celebrations etc.  Get the villages together.” 

 

The Issues 

 

The survey highlights the need for recreational facilities for older children, the need for a recreational sports area and additional recreational 

classes both for adults and young people. Compared to other local communities it was noted there is little community activity. The 

questionnaire revealed a variety of interests in new clubs and activities from across different generations ranging from sedate social 

activities to sporting clubs.  Fitness and sporting activities scored very highly, as did first aid, bridge club, chess, film club, computer 

classes, arts and crafts, drama, yoga, senior citizens, gardening and modern language classes. The potential for any activity depends entirely 

on the level of interest and support of residents. The survey highlighted the need to provide and maintain a vibrant community centre.  

Walking is a popular activity and the need for well-maintained footpaths was highlighted. 
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9.  HEALTH AND EMERGENCY SERVICES       “Lack of police presence, have been burgled 
           and apparent disinterest of police shown.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vision 

 

The Vision 

 

Crime free parishes with effective Neighbourhood Watch schemes and good relations with the local police.  A support process set up to 

ensure that all those living within the parishes have the ability to access local health services when they need it.  A comprehensive 

understanding of the needs of both individual and community service needs for the elderly and infirm. 

 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The Parish Council and its community representatives will: 

 

• introduce and support the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in each parish and any initiatives to maintain low crime.   

• ensure, together with West Mercia Police, that a range of information is available to householders which will increase their ability             

to prevent crime and feel more secure. 

• support appropriate measures taken to improve the provision of services to the elderly, infirm and vulnerable within the three parishes. 

 

 

“No problem accessing health services whilst health allows us to drive but a problem if you cant drive 
or have no car.“ 
 

The Issues 
 

Lack of police services and presence 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Prescription Collection 

GPs surgery 

Support Services 
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VIEWS FROM YOUNGER 

MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY 
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VIEWS FROM YOUNGER MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY 

 

 

In order to ensure that surveys included the views of everyone in the three parishes, including our younger citizens, Year 4 children 

at Flyford Flavell First school were asked to consider the following issues raised in the survey and to suggest ways in which these 

could be overcome and any improvements made. 

 

 

Issues       Suggestions 
 

Transport & Highways 

Excessive speed on A422   Mobile speed cameras.  Calming measures - bumps/sleeping policemen/bollards. 

      Flashing speed lights. Posters “Kill your speed”. 30 speed limit before Flyford turn. 

      Children playing sign “slow down.” 

        

HGVs using lanes    Round trip for HGV circular route. One way so they do not meet in lanes. 

      Speed bumps to reduce speeding. Rumble strips on bad/blind bends. 

        

Parking outside Flyford school/shop  More double yellow lines.  More walking/car sharing to school.  Walking bus/park away  

      from school & walk as group. Spare space in village/school field (could become a car  

      park).            

  

 

Planning & Housing 

Is present position of school good?  Yes, good location. Easy access to school. Quicker than going to Worcester. Lovely  

      grounds. Small and friendly.  Children who live in village don’t want to travel further to  

      school.  Any change will cause more environmental problems/more use of cars. 

              

        

Education, Employment & Training 

What additional activities/interests could  Arts Clubs/Workshops (music, drumming, cookery, sewing), 

be on offer to local children in the   Science Club - experiments, set up a Nature Reserve, Mini-beast hunts. 

Three Parishes Hall?     Book Club. Chess Club. Boards Games Club. Maths. Club. Orienteering/Obstacle  

       course/Treasure Hunt. Discos.  Dancing - country/ballet. 
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Sport. Recreation & Leisure 
 

Would it be a good idea to have an indoor/outdoor  Any local sites for children. 

recreational centre for sporting activities, and if so,  Orienteering/obstacle course. Tennis court. Markings on tarmac for  

 where would it be, who would use it and what   hopscotch/snakes. Hide/shelter for talking/watching games.  Shed for  

would you like to see there?     basketball/football/table tennis. Trading counter. 

         

Emergency, Health & Public Services 

 

Where is there need for Police presence in the areas? Zebra crossing by school.    Traffic lights at junction of “Boot Inn”.    

What?  How could we encourage Police presence?  Local policeman to patrol villages in the evening.  Invite policeman into  

        school to talk to us.  Zebra Crossing in Bishampton.  Speed cameras. 

 

 

 
 They were all very keen on living in the countryside and all hoped to remain living locally when they were adults. They enjoyed the 

 feeling of living in a community, and the general feeling of safety within the community.  On the other hand, they felt that they 

 sometimes seemed a little isolated from their school friends who lived at a distance. 

 

 They felt it would benefit local young people if they could have:- 

 

  Access to the school field in Flyford Flavell to use as a meeting area and play area. 

 

  A village green with a couple of benches as a meeting place and picnic area. 

 

  More community events that included young people. 

 

  Better roads and cycle paths to help them travel more easily to other local settlements. 

 

They were all particularly keen that there should be some sort of focal meeting point in the parishes at which they could gather. 

Young people who live in and around Flyford Flavell, all of whom are aged 12-13 years old, and attend St Nicholas  Middle 

School, Pinvin,  were asked what they liked about living in the parishes, what they disliked, and what they would change if 

they could. 
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THE WAY FORWARD 

 

The production of the Parish Plan will mark an end to the current phase and the beginning of the next phase of activity, which will involve 

further investigations on certain topics and the completion of other more specifically identified activities.  Some activities may be completed 

in the short term, say 6-9 months, but others may take much longer.  Some activities are already in progress and being taken forward, by the 

Parish Council for example, and will continue to be monitored. 

 

The Parish Plan was submitted for approval to the Parish Council and copies will be distributed to Wychavon District Council, The 

Countryside Agency and Community First for their approval.  Courtesy copies will also be sent to our partners in the wider community who 

have added their support to this initiative. 

 

We now have a list of actions that need to be taken forward to make your vision a reality.  An overall project steering committee, the 

Community Action Team,  will be set up to monitor progress and provide feedback to the Parish Council and the parishioners on the progress 

being made by the various working groups that will need to be set up to move the identified actions forward. 

 

Communication will be a key activity, as will continued liaison with the appropriate partners and the County and District Councils.  Funding 

through grants, sponsorship and fund raising events will need to be actively sought.  In order to achieve the priorities that have been 

identified by the parishioners, and in a timely manner, it is essential that momentum be maintained. 

 

The Village Design Statement is key to the success of the Parish Plan and is something in which we can all be involved. 

 

 

 

 
Let’s ensure that Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford, Libbery and North Piddle  

are the places you want them to be! 
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Local Contacts 
 

Parish Councillors:   Flyford Flavell:  Mrs D Johnson, Old Hill Cottage, Flyford Flavell, Worcs WR7 4DA 

      Mr  A Short, Stedefield, Church Lane, Flyford Flavell, Worcs WR7 4BZ 

      Mr M Shalom, Blenheim, Cottage, Radford Road, Flyford Flavell, Worcs WR7 4BS 

 

                                Grafton Flyford:   Mr M Bailey, Corner Croft, Grafton Flyford, Worcs WR7 4PJ 

   with   Mrs E Ince, The Old Post Office, Grafton Flyford, Worcs WR7 4PF 

   Libbery  Mrs J Smith, Libbery House, Libbery, Worcs WR7 4PE 

      Mr D Waide, Libbery Farm, Libbery, Worcs WR7 4PE 

 

                                 North Piddle:    Mr H  Goff, Briary House Farm, North Piddle, Worcs WR7 4PR 

      Mr A Reeves, Little Cross Farm, North Piddle, Worcs. 

      Mr S Bowyer, Pincox Farm, Naunton Beauchamp, Worcs. 

  

Parish Clerk:    Mr Mark Broughton-Taylor, Columbine Cottage, North Piddle, Worcs  Tel. 01905 380092 

County Councillor:    Mr R C Adams, Aston Hall Farm, White Ladies Aston, Spetchley, Worcester WR7 4QJ Tel. 01905 345223 

District Councillor:   Mrs L Robinson, The Grange, Windmill Hill Farm, Stoulton, Worcester WR7 4RR  Tel. 01905 841536 

 

Wychavon District Council:  Civic Centre, Queen Elizabeth Drive, Pershore, Worcs WR10… 1PT  Tel. 01386 565000 

 

To report Fly Tipping, Graffiti and Fly Posting, Abandoned Vehicles, Litter and Missed Refuse Collections contact Wychavon District 

Council, Client Services Tel. 01386 565000, ext. 5018 or report on-line at  http://wychavon.whub.org.uk 

 

For information on your immediate neighbourhood, flood risks, energy efficiency, parish statistics, crime statistics, etc. go to 

http://wychavon.whub.org.uk, and click on “my local area”. 

 

Worcestershire County Council: County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP.  Tel. 01905 763763 

 

Member of Parliament for mid Worcestershire:  Mr Peter Luff, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Tel. 01905 763952  

 

Rector:  The Rectory, Bishampton, Pershore, Worcs   Tel. 01386 462648  

 

West Mercia Police local policing area:  Pershore Police Station, Queen Elizabeth Drive, Pershore, Worcs WR10 1PT 

Tel. 08457 444 888 (In an emergency always dial 999) E-mail: pershoreruralnorth.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

http://wychavon.whub.org.uk/
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ACTION PLAN 

 

The Action plan sets out issues raised by parishioners with suggested action and identifies the lead partner responsible for taking these actions forward mainly in 

conjunction with the Community Action Team and Parish Council. 

 

Many items raised by parishioners are already agenda items being taken forward, in particular by the Parish Council and Wychavon District Council and these are listed 

separately.  The Community Action Team will monitor the action plan , reporting progress to the community and Parish Council. 

 

Key areas addressed by the Action plan requiring urgent action are the development of a Village Design Statement, which will become of significant importance when 

the current Local Plan is replaced in 2011 and the creation of a village website which will enable the communication of information to parishioners on subjects as diverse 

as reporting fly tipping, prescription collection services and energy conservation.  A website will also provide an efficient and economic resource to establish parishioners 

views on subjects such as public transport needs, car sharing, as well as establishing quick communication with the Parish Council. The first action will be the setting up 

of a Community Action Team to take forward and monitor the Plan. 

             

The successful achievement of the objectives contained in the Action Plan, is not possible without the support and guidance from local government departments, service 

and utility providers and from specialist organisations. Listed below, are details of Partners who have been of great assistance. We are extremely grateful to these various 

bodies and for their offers of continuing support. 

 

Age Concern                  Severn Trent Water ST 

Alcester Road Services        South Worcestershire Primary Health Care Trust 

The Boot Inn        Sport for All 

British Telecom BT       Tele Atlas 

Central Networks        Three Parishes Hall Management Committee TPH 

Churches        Warwickshire Energy Advice Centre 

Community First        West Mercia Police 

County Youth Support       Worcestershire Bio-Diversity Group 

Department for the Environment & Rural Activities DEFRA   Worcestershire County Council WCC 

Environment Agency       Worcestershire Wildlife Trust WWT 

Environmental Services       Worcestershire Youth Services Team 

Flyford Arms        Wychavon Community Action 

Flyford PO and Stores       Wychavon District Council WDC  

Flyford Flavell First School 

Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group FWAG 

Linking Environment & Farming LEAF 

Nav-tech 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Parish Council PC 

Rural Housing Enabler 

Rural Business Advisory Service 
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ISSUE                              ACTION       LEAD/PARTNERS 

 

 

Need to implement Parish Plan Action  Set up a Community Action Team      Parish Plan committee  

Plan                Parish Council  

 

1.THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

To preserve and enhance the existing  Hold public discussions with residents, landowners and    Community Action Team 

landscape, minimising adverse effects, other stakeholders.         DEFRA 

with appropriate measures, necessary  

to retain the rural environment  Encourage landowners to enter into DEFRA Agri- environmental    

of the settlements.   grant schemes.   

 

Maintenance and preservation of  Encourage and support the maintenance,  preservation and    Worcs. Wildlife Trust 

Grafton Wood and the Piddle Brook enjoyment through regular newssheet and website updates.    Environment Agency 

               Worcester Bio-diversity Group 

Maintenance of mature trees,   Support the continuation of tree planting . Investigate and    Tree Warden 

     obtain information related to tree planting schemes.     WDC and landowners 

 

Maintenance of existing and planting of  Initiate open discussions with landowners and residents for the preservation and  Community Action Team,  

new hedgerows    maintenance of hedgerows. Identify hazards and discuss with owners and W.C.C landowners, DEFRA,WCC 

 

 

Roadside planting of native bulbs and  Request the support of WCC for roadside planting of native local wild flowers at  Community Action Team, WCC  

wild flowers    suitable sites. Seek support of community members with the planning, planting  Bio-diversity group, community

     and publication of details with seasonal notes.     Members 

 

Fly Tipping    Ensure public is aware of telephone number to report fly tipping for action.  Parish Council 

          

Roadside Notices    Discuss problem of excessive number of roadside notices and signs.   Wychavon District Council 

 

2. TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS 

    

Excessive Road Speeds -  including  Discuss measures to control speed limits especially where children are active and, in Parish Council, West Mercia  

A422     particular, at pickup points on A422      Police, WCC Highways  

 

Quiet Lanes - Reduction of HGVs  Deter HGVs using lanes and investigate satellite navigation routes using local lanes. Parish Council, WCC Highways    

& reduction in speeds   Seek vehicle weight/size restrictions . Seek Quiet Lane status where appropriate  West Mercia Police, 

     and speed reduction        Nav-Tec Tele-Atlas 
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ISSUE       ACTION        LEAD/PARTNERS

     

Maintenance of verges & lay bys  Seek to maintain and improve condition of lane verges. Consider hard standing  Community Action Team, Parish  

     at appropriate points, e.g. field gateways.      Council, WCC Highways 

 

Shared transport scheme   Conduct survey of people requiring support with transport via the village website. Community Action Team 

 

Safe cycling routes   Develop safe cycling routes throughout the parishes through discussion with, and   Walking & Cycling Strategies 

     implementation by, Walking and Cycling Strategies team at Wychavon D.C.  Team, Parish Council 

 

3. PLANNING & HOUSING          

              

All future developments for whatever use Develop a Village Design Statement that clearly defines the     Parish Council   

or purpose, will take into consideration controls by which we can retain the unique character of each    Community Action Team  

the rural and unique qualities of the   settlement and vigorously defend these objectives.    

three settlements. Replacement dwellings,   Request that the Village Design Statement is accepted for Supplementary    

enhancements and infill developments, to Planning  Guidance by Wychavon D.C In addition, request that all planning      

be in keeping with adjacent buildings and  issues are considered against the criteria listed, and will be an inclusive part of   

the overall character of the village.  the  Supplementary Planning Guidance, ensuring the voice of the community   

     is listened to in the planning process. 

    

Young and Elderly   Consider more fully, the housing needs of the young and elderly in the    Parish Council,  Community

     Village Design Statement.        Action Team, Rural Housing

               Enabler  

 

4. THE CHURCH  

          

Funding for the constant repair needs Support the Parochial Church Council in its fund raising projects to maintain   Community Action Team, Parish  

     the church fabric.         Council, PCC, residents, 

 

Use of church buildings   Support the PCC in the development and use of church buildings for community use,  as above 

     as appropriate.  

 

         

Pastoral care    Develop ways in which pastoral care can by offered to those who need support.  PCC, Diocese, residents 

  

       

5. SHOPPING SERVICES & UTILITIES         

     

Need to support local Petrol Station and Support through Rate Relief and village website     Parish Council 

Post Office and Stores      
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ISSUE       ACTION        LEAD/PARTNERS 

 

Rural Business Activities   Consider  the need for a Farm Shop and other rural enterprises through    Community Action Team, 

     village website.         Community Council, WDC 

               Economic Development Team 

 

Increase in domestic fuel    Consider the benefits from community purchasing discounts and establish   Community Action Team,  

costs in addition to higher charges for interest of participating in group purchasing schemes through village website.  Community Council 

electricity and telephone services. 

 

Energy Efficiency & Savings  Provide details on energy savings and efficient usage and provide expert guidance  Community Action Team 

and advice via the village website.   

 

6. COMMUNICATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

               

Communication of information.  In addition to Public Notice Boards, issue regular bulletins of Parish Council  Parish Council 

meetings together with District & County Council news items via village website.   

     Encourage attendance at Parish Council meetings.      

           

Parish Web Site    As a high priority, create a village website, giving the opportunity    Parish Council 

for two way communications.    

 

Parish Plan    Publish a regular newssheet giving progress details on all issues together with   Community Action Team  

     contributions from Wildlife groups on matters relating to Grafton Woods and, 

 include competitions to encourage children's interest. Keep a constant review of the 

 Parish Plan and Village Design Statement with published amendments as required. 

 Publish full details of Parish Plan together with regular updates on public notice board 

 and link to parish website.  Discuss progress at annual Parish Meetings.   

 

7. EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

             

Primary School    Emphasis on the need to retain the local primary school. Prepare a sound  School and Governors, 

 justification in readiness for the County Education Review, 2008   County Education Authority 

               Parish Council 

 

Agricultural related & Other Small  Identify needs through the village website which can suggest appropriate   Community Action Team,   

Business Opportunities and working from  bodies for advice and support.       Countryside Commission, 

home.               Community Council, Rural 

               Business Advisory Service 
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ISSUE        ACTION      LEAD/PARTNERS 

     

Provide for additional education    Examine in greater detail, the individual educational needs from within the   Community Action Team, Three  

interests of children and adults  three communities. Take appropriate action to meet with these    Parishes Hall management 

     requirements by extending the range of subjects on offer at the Three Parishes Hall. committee, Churches 

  

      Consider use of church buildings for community activities. 

 

Recreational facilities for older children Consider by further investigations, the demand for recreational activities with adult Community Action Team, Youth 

     volunteers.          Services Team, Co.Youth  support 

 

Adult recreational classes   Extend the range of recreational classes by publishing a range of subjects,  Community Action Team 

establishing need and acting on response 

             

The need for supervised, recreational Consider potential indoor/outdoor facilities suitable for a range of sporting/  Community Action Team, 

sports area.    fitness activities as identified in the questionnaires. Consider the   Parish Council,Sport For All, 

     possibilities for a flat, open grassed area for recreational activities.   Co.Youth Services, School 

Consider local school playing field for out of hours recreational use.   management, Churches. 

Consider use of church buildings for use by community. 

 

9.  EMERGENCY, HEALTH & PUBLIC SERVICES  

           

Lack of Police Presence.   Discuss the lack of police presence within the communities and    Community Action Team, Parish 

     call-out response times. Encourage articles in newssheet by local police officer.  Council, West Mercia Police 

     Request occasional vehicle presence at notorious speeding spots on A422. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch   Ensure a satisfactory Neighbourhood Watch service is in place .  Publicise  Neighbourhood Watch scheme

     on village website. 

 

Doctors Surgery    Consider the possibilities of a local surgery in response to questionnaire demands. Community Action Team, South

               Worcs. Primary Care Trust 

 

Elderly Support Services   Establish the needs of the elderly through existing local voluntary and statutory bodies Community Action Team, Social 

     including Social Services. Develop ways in which pastoral care can be offered  Services, local volunteers, 

     by the church.         Churches 

 

Emergency shelter   Register the Three Parishes Hall and other relevant buildings on list     Three Parishes Hall management, 

for use in times of emergency, e.g. flood.      Flood Action Group 
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Issues raised by parishioners through the Parish Plan completed, receiving attention or on-going. 
 

 ISSUE      ACTION 

      

1. ENVIRONMENT 

 

Prevention of light pollution.  Identify sources of light pollution and discuss   Current Wychavon District Council Planning Policy. 

     appropriate action with property owners. Request    

     support from WDC in that external lighting for new    

     development should not contribute to light pollution or, 

an inconvenience to other residents 

 

The maintenance of the existing skyline Resist planning applications that have an impact on   Current  Wychavon District Council  Planning  

     the skyline. Resist proposals for static and touring caravan   Policy 

sites that would have an impact on the landscape. 

         

Preserve and enhance the existing    Comment on Regional Spatial Strategy policy   Parish Council is involved in on-going  

landscape, minimising adverse effects,         comments     

with appropriate measures,  

necessary to retain the rural environment  

of the settlements. 

 

Planting Encourage the planting of indigenous trees.    Pershore College of Horticulture encourages 

        planting of native trees and this service is advertised 

         by the Parish Council 

 

Litter Identify locations with litter problems. Encourage local litter pickers. The Parish Council organises litter picks throughout 

         the year. 

 

Inefficient drainage systems.  Highlight existing, inefficient drainage systems both   Current Parish Council agenda item addressed 

 residential and roadside.      at its 6-weekly meetings. 

Adequate, sustainable drainage systems    Current Wychavon District Council Planning 

by advising at planning stage for all new developments  Policy. 

 

Recycling    Support for the continuance of recycling household waste  Libbery has been added to weekly collections.   

     and addition of Libbery to weekly recycling collections.  100% recycling coverage in parishes on a two- 

             weekly basis. 
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2.  TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS 

    

Maintenance of road surfaces Seek satisfactory repair of lanes and effectual repairs to potholes. Parish Council agenda item, addressed every 6 

        weeks. 

Parking Outside Flyford School Create continued awareness of congestion problems.   Actioned by Parish Council.  Community Support 

             Officer visits area at regular intervals and at 

             appropriate times of the day. 

Public Bus local taxi service  Understand the local needs for public bus services and  The Parish Council has carried out a transport 

     needs for local taxi service.     survey in the parish. 

 

Safe Walking - A422    Extend the footpath opposite Grafton Mill in order to provide safe, Actioned by Parish Council. Request added to 

     continuous walking.      C.Council Highways schedule. 

 

 

3. PLANNING & HOUSING 

Resist all development unless a proven case .         Current Wychavon District County Planning policy. 

Impact of new development on the      

environment, and in particular, protected 

species, protected sites and landscape. 

 

Need to support local petrol station and  Support through rate relief.     Parish Council currently supports both through 

post office and stores.           both through rate relief. 

 

5.  SHOPPING, SERVICES & UTILITIES 

 

Need to support petrol station and post Support through Rate Relief.     Parish Council currently supports both through 

office & stores.            Rate Relief. 

 

Public Utilities – inefficiency of some Inefficiency in water supplies with intermittent supplies of  Monitored by the Parish Council. 

Suppliers    other services. 

 

6. COMMUNICATION & LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 

Maintain Benefice Newssheet  Support Benefice Newssheet      Actioned by Parish Council. 

 

Need for a vibrant Community Centre. Continued  support for the Three Parishes Hall.   Parish Council actively supports the TP Hall  

     Review and carry out  improvements.    ) Hall management committee agenda item  

     Need for additional management committee members.  ) actioned at public meetings  

 

8. EMERGENCY HEALTH & PUBLIC SERVICES  

 

Provision of a prescription service for elderly or infirm.       The NHS  offers a prescription delivery service for

       the infirm.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF FLYFORD FLAVELL 

 

 
FLYFORD FLAVELL 

Flœverth (x cent.); Flavel (xii cent.); Flefrith (xiv 

cent.); Flavell, Flendirt (xv cent.); Fliford Flavel, 

Flyward (xvi cent.); Fleford Flavell (xvii cent.). 

This parish is situated midway between Worcester 

and Alcester. The scattered village lies on the road 

connecting these places, and on another road 

branching southward from it to Bishampton. The 

church is on the Worcester road, in the west of the 

village, near the highest point of the parish, where 

the land is 200 ft. above the ordnance datum. The 

south of the parish is at a height of about 100 ft. 

The school lies to the east of the church, and the 

rectory is at the southern end of the village. 

Whitsun Brook, flowing east to west, forms the 

southern and the Piddle Brook the north-western 

boundary of the parish. Everywhere there are 

extensive and beautiful views. 

Prattinton, visiting the village in 1823, writes of 

the badness of the roads, the turnpike road from 

Alcester to Worcester being impassable for a 

fourwheeled carriage. 

The parish has an area of 692 acres, of which 181 are arable land and 407 permanent grass. There are no woods. The land, which is on the 

Lower Lias, abounds with fossil remains. The chief crops grown are wheat, oats, beans and fruit. 

An Inclosure Act was passed in 1813.   

Among ancient place-names have been found Lampmere  (xvi cent.); Withybed Field, Saltmear Field, Lickram Hill Field, the Hades, Allcot 

Side  (xix cent.). 

 
MANOR 

Five manses here were included in the lands said to have been restored by King Edgar in 972 to the abbey of Pershore.  FLYFORD 

FLAVELL is not separately entered in the Domesday Survey, being then included in the estate of 5 hides held at North Piddle under the 
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abbey of Westminster by Urse as successor to Toli, and having evidently been given with Pershore by Edward the Confessor to the abbey of 

Westminster. The overlordship of the abbey was recognized until the 16th century.   

Urse's interest passed with his other estates to the Beauchamps, their overlordship being last mentioned in 1420–1.   

Urse's under-tenant in 1086 or shortly after was Robert Parler,  the ancestor of Isnard or Inard Parler, a tenant under the Beauchamps in the 

reign of Stephen. It is not known that Isnard held Flyford Flavell, but it is probable that he did so, as half a knight's fee at Flyford Flavell 

afterwards became annexed to his principal manor, Hampton Lovett. This estate passed with Hampton Lovett to Brian de Brompton, who 

gave both to Henry Lovett and his wife Joan to hold in tail with reversion to the heirs of the donor. The issue of Henry Lovett and Joan failed 

on the death of their grandson John without issue, and the half-fee reverted with Hampton Lovett to Elizabeth wife of Edmund Cornwall and 

her sister Margaret, as great-granddaughters and heirs of Brian de Brompton. This half-fee fell to the share of Elizabeth Cornwall, being held 

of her manor of Overhall in Hampton Lovett, and she, with her husband, Sir Edmund, in 1353–4 gave it to their son Peter. At this date and in 

1366 the undertenants of the manor were Simon de Oldbury and Thomas de Quenton. It was probably included in land at Flyford sold with 

the manor of Overhall in 1544 by George Cornwall to John Pakington, but its further descent has not been traced. 

Another half-fee at Flyford Flavell, also held under the Beauchamps, to which was annexed the advowson of the church, was apparently held 

in early times by the Hackets. Philip Hacket presented to the church in 1269 and 1278, and John Hacket was said to be holding Flavell jointly 

with John Lovett in 1315,  and paid a subsidy at Flavell in 1327. The advowson of the church and possibly also the manor had passed before 

this to the Nauntons, who succeeded the Hackets also at Broughton Hackett. Avice de Naunton presented to the church in 1290, and though 

Alexander de Besford and Margaret his wife presented in 1300 and 1302, the advowson was claimed in 1330 by Avice's grandson Thomas de 

Naunton. Thomas, however, failed to make good his claim against Alexander de Besford, who stated that Avice had given the advowson and 

apparently also the manor to her son Robert, and that Robert had given it to Alexander and his wife Margaret. The manor then descended 

with Besford (q.v.) until the death of Alexander de Besford at the beginning of the 15th century, when it was apparently divided between his 

co-heirs, for John Dicleston and his wife Margaret presented to the church in 1405 and 1407, and their daughter Margery, with her second 

husband Nicholas Giffard, presented in 1447, while William Clopton, who had married Joan, Alexander's other co-heir, died seised of the 

manor and advowson in 1420–1, his widow Joan conveying them in 1422 to the Bishop of Worcester and others, who were probably acting 

as trustees, for Joan was still holding the manor in 1431. The principal manor of Flyford with the advowson of the church appears to have 

remained with Joan's descendants, while a second estate known during the 16th and 17th centuries as a manor, and held of the principal 

manor, perhaps represents the share of Margaret Dicleston, though it had passed before the beginning of the 16th century to the Russells, and 

passed with their manor of Strensham (q.v.) until 1592, when it is mentioned for the last time. 

 

 

 

Agnes, the daughter and co-heir of Sir William Clopton and Joan de Besford, married Roger Harewell of Wootton and Shottery (co. Warw.). 

The presentation to the church was made in 1457 by their son William Harewell of Shottery, as it was in 1488 and 1494. William Harewell 

died in 1500,  but his son John does not seem to have held this manor, which apparently passed to another branch of the Harewell family. 

Thomas Harewell who presented in 1502 may have been of the Besford branch of the family, and appears to have held the manor in right of 

his wife Elizabeth, who joined with him in 1520–1 in selling it to John Fulwood. Before 1534 the manor had apparently passed to Ralph 

Sheldon of Beoley, who then presented.  
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From Ralph Sheldon, who died in 1546, the manor seems to have passed with the advowson to his younger son, Baldwin Sheldon of 

Broadway, the presentation being made in 1549 by his eldest son, William Sheldon of Weston and Beoley, by reason of the minority of this 

Baldwin. Ralph Sheldon of Broadway, the son of Baldwin, presented in 1560, and with his wife Mary settled the manor in 1579 on their son 

Thomas, with remainder to the heirs of Ralph. This Thomas Sheldon died in 1593, leaving two daughters, Elizabeth and Mary.  Elizabeth, 

widow of Thomas, seems to have married Charles Kettleby, and her daughter Elizabeth married John Keighley. In 1618 they, with their 

husbands, conveyed the manor to William Sambache, who married the younger daughter Mary. The manor subsequently reverted to the elder 

branch of the Sheldon family settled at Beoley, apparently before 1640, in which year the advowson was held by Edward Sheldon of Beoley. 

It followed the descent of Beoley until 1779–80, when it belonged to William Sheldon of Bcoley and his son Ralph. According to Prattinton 

the manor had been bought before 1812 by Mr. Humphrey Lyttelton, and in 1812 belonged to Mr. Sandys Lyttelton. In 1823 Prattinton wrote 

that Flyford Flavell was divided into small farms, 'the largest belonging to Mr. Hawker of . . . in the county of Gloucester. ' Mr. Lyttelton, 

then lord of the manor, had only about 3 acres. In 1830 the manor was held by Richard Frances and Eliza Sandys his wife. From them it had 

passed before 1849 to Mr. William Laslett of Abberton, and it followed the descent of Abberton (q.v.) until 1905, when it was sold by Mrs. 

Baker Carr to Mr. Thomas Richard Bayliss, the present owner of the manor. 

 

 
CHURCH 

The church of ST. PETER consists of chancel, nave, north vestry, south porch and west tower. With the exception of the 15th-century tower 

it was almost entirely rebuilt in 1883 at the expense of Mr. William Laslett of Abberton Hall, some of the old doors and windows being, 

however, reset. 

The chancel has an east window of three modern lancets. In the south wall are three modern windows, and at the west end is the lower part of 

a 'low-side window' reset. The chancel arch is modern, as are all the nave windows with the exception of two on the north, the first of two 

ogee lights under a square head of late 14th-century date, and the second, at the west end, a single light with an ancient trefoiled head. The 

north doorway has a plain round 12th-century head reset. In the south wall are two windows and a south door, all modern. The 15th-century 

tower opens from the nave by a pointed and double chamfered arch. The west window is of three lights with modern tracery and an external 

label returned on itself at the spring. The tower is three stages high and finished with an embattled parapet; it is covered with a low pyramidal 

tiled roof supporting a wrought-iron weather vane. The bell-chamber is lighted by a square-headed window of two trefoiled lights in each 

face. The timber south porch is modern. The moulded octagonal font is of 15th-century date. Under the tower is a fine collection of late 

mediaeval slip tiles formerly in the chancel; most of them are formed into six designs of sixteen tiles each; some of these are floral and others 

bear four coats of arms, two shields being Berkeley, one powdered with crosslets, three boars' heads, and a design of a bleeding heart pierced 

with three daggers between the initials I T or F. At the west end of the nave are two Jacobean pews. 

There are two bells, the first cast at Worcester about 1480, inscribed '+ Sce Johes Baptista, ora pro nobis'; the second has merely the date 

1715 with trade mark of Richard Sanders of Bromsgrove. 

The plate includes a small chased Elizabethan cup and cover paten without marks and a plate of pewter and silver amalgam. 

The registers before 1812 are: (i) mixed entries 1676 to 1739, marriages to 1744 and baptisms 1801 to 1812; (ii) marriages 1759 to 1812. 

In the churchyard are several late 17th-century headstones, and to the south of the church the base and part of the shaft of a churchyard cross. 
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ADVOWSON 

The advowson apparently followed the descent of the Hackets' manor from early times. On the death of Alexander de Besford it seems to 

have been at first divided between his co-heirs, for Joan widow of Sir William Clopton conveyed it with her share of the manor (q.v.), but 

presentations were made in 1405 and 1447 by her sister Margaret and niece Margery. It would appear that the advowson afterwards returned 

to the Cloptons, passing with the manor to the Sheldons. It followed the descent of the manor, though presentations were frequently made by 

trustees for the Sheldons, who were Roman Catholics, until about the middle of the 18th century, when it passed to the Abberton branch of 

the family, Thomas Sheldon presenting in 1782 and conveying the rectory in 1798. The advowson was sold with Abberton Manor in 1829 by 

Samuel Sheldon alias Lesingham to William Laslett, and has since again followed the descent of the manor. 

A parcel of land called Lampmere, held by Peter Wagstaffe with 5 butts of land, and 4 'laund' of land held by Thomas Wagstaffe, were 

granted to John and William Mershe among lands given for superstitious uses in 1573–4.   

CHARITIES 

The church lands consist of about 2 acres of the annual rental value of £2, which is applied towards church expenses. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF GRAFTON FLYFORD 

 
GRAFTON FLYFORD 

Grafton (x cent.); Garstune (xi cent.); Grafton Ebrandi (xii cent.); 

Grafton near Flavell (xiii cent.); Grafton under Fleuerth, Grafton 

under Flavell, Grafton Fleuarethe (xiv cent.). 

Grafton Flyford has an area of 1,680 acres, of which 372 are 

arable land, 1,040 permanent grass, and 162 woods and 

plantations. It is on the Lower Lias formation, and the chief crops 

are wheat, barley, oats, beans and fruit. In the southeast are 

Grafton Woods, said to be the finest cover for foxes in the 

county. The south of the parish, on the bank of the Piddle Brook, 

is at about 100 ft. above the ordnance datum. To the north the 

land rises to about 200 ft. 

Grafton Flyford is bounded on the south by the Piddle Brook, and 

lies to the north of the road from Worcester to Alcester, which 

runs through its southwestern extremity. The village lies in the 

south of the parish on a branch from this road. At its centre are 

the green and the pound, while at its southern end are the church 

and rectory. A note in the church register for 1676–1812 states 

that 'The Ewy Treess were sett in Grafton Flyford churchyard 

Jan. 6. Anno Dom. 169 6/7 att ye carge of Will Pindar.'  

Prattinton wrote in 1812 of the school-house at the north-western end of the churchyard as 'an old halftimbered building formerly, as they 

said, used as a Court House,' given by Lord Coventry for the use of the school. On the north-eastern boundary of the parish is Manor Farm, 

an early 17th-century building of half-timber and brick. 

Libbery is a hamlet at the south-western end of the parish. Near it is Ennick Ford on a stream which runs into Piddle Brook. 

An Inclosure Act was passed in 1779,  the award being dated 15 January 1780.   

 
MANOR 

GRAFTON FLYFORD, like Flyford Flavell (q.v.), must have formed part of the earliest endowments of the monastery of Pershore, as five 

manses here are said to have been restored to that church by King Edgar in 972. They were given by Edward the Confessor to Westminster 

Abbey and Grafton is entered in 1086 among the manors belonging to the abbot's manor of Pershore, being held as 2 hides less 1 virgate by 

the sheriff Urse. It was held of the abbey of Westminster, owing suit to the court of Binholme in Pershore, until the 15th century.   
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Urse had succeeded at Grafton, Alfwine, a free man, and his estate passed with his other lands to the Beauchamps of Elmley Castle, the 

manor being held of them until it was acquired in fee by Thomas Earl of Warwick in 1350–1. The manor still formed part of the barony of 

Elmley Castle in 1505.   

Urse was holding Grafton in demesne in 1086, but the fact that it was called Grafton Ebrandi in the reign of Stephen suggests that the 

Beauchamps then had a sub-tenant there who had given the manor the distinguishing name. In 1231 Richard de Amberley was sued by 

Richard, Abbot of Westminster, for customs in Grafton which he apparently owed the abbot, and Richard Amberley presented in 1268 to 

Grafton Church. Richard seems to have been succeeded by a daughter Parnel,  who married Edmund de Grafton. Edmund presented to the 

church in 1280, and was holding the manor in 1297–8. Parnel's son John de Grafton was dealing with rent in Grafton Flyford in 1284–5. 

From this time this manor and that of Grafton near Bromsgrove apparently followed the same descent, both being sold in 1350–1 by Roger 

son of John de Grafton  to Thomas Beauchamp Earl of Warwick. Thomas obtained a grant of free warren in the manor in 1352. His son 

Thomas forfeited all his estates in 1396, and this manor was granted in 1397 to Thomas le Despencer Earl of Gloucester and his wife 

Constance. It was, however, restored to Thomas Earl of Warwick shortly afterwards, and descended with Elmley Castle until the death of 

Henry Duke of Warwick in 1446. Then, instead of passing with the rest of the estates of the earldom, it, as one of the manors which Richard 

Earl of Warwick had settled upon his daughters, passed to the second daughter, Eleanor wife of Thomas Lord Ros, and afterwards of 

Edmund Beaufort, Earl, later Duke, of Somerset, and she died seised of it on 4 March 1467. In an inquisition taken 21 June 1506 it was stated 

that her heir was Edward, Lord Ros, son of her son Thomas, and that the Earl of Northumberland and others had taken the profits since her 

death,  presumably as her feoffees, the presentation to the church being made in 1479 by the feoffees of the duchess, and in 1503 by Edward 

Duke of Buckingham, Earl of Hereford, Stafford and Northampton, Northumberland's son-in-law.  The taking of this inquisition was 

followed on 27 July 1509 by a grant to Joan Lady Howth, widow of Richard Fry, and daughter of the late duchess, of the manor, then in the 

king's hands by reason of the duchess's death. The grant was made for life, with reversion to the king, and, after the Lady Joan's death on 11 

August 1518, the manor was on 18 October 1518 granted to Sir William Tyler for life.  Upon his death it was granted for life to Walter 

Walshe, one of the grooms of the privy chamber, on 20 October 1527, the patent being surrendered and a fresh grant in tail made to him and 

Elizabeth his wife on 1 July 1531. In 1538 Thomas Evance wrote to Cromwell, 'Walter Walshe, sheriff of Worcester, is at this hour either 

dead or past recovery. The office would be meet for your nephew Mr. Richard Crumwell. . . . He has the lordship of Grafton Flevorde for 

life.' This final statement was clearly incorrect, and the manor was held until her death by the widow of Walter Walshe, who afterwards 

married Sir Philip Hoby.  It was conveyed to her son Walter Walshe by Henry Earl of Rutland in 1557. In 1582 it was granted to Walter 

Walshe's son William by Richard Shelley and Dorothy his wife, probably William's mother and her second husband. William Walshe, who 

was knighted in 1603,  died on 30 April 1622 without issue male, and his heir was William son of his deceased younger brother Walter. 

William sold the manor in 1632–3 to Thomas Lord Coventry, lord keeper of the Great Seal. It has since descended with Croome D'Abitôt, 

and now belongs to George William Earl of Coventry.   

 

 

 

The manor of HILL COURT or HULL COURT (Hulle, xiv cent.; Hulle Place, Hylles Court, xvi cent.) seems to have been originally held 

under the Beauchamps,  having perhaps formed part of the manor of Grafton Flyford in early times. The estate, sometimes called the manor 

of Hill Court in Woodhousend, is perhaps to be identified with 2 bovates of land in Wodehus and a bovate in la Hull, and a bovate in 
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Uvertorp, formerly held by Wulmer 

Wodehus, which King John granted in 

1203–4 to John Pincerne at a fee farm 

of a mark of silver.  The estate had 

passed before 1316 to Edmund de 

Grafton, lord of Grafton Flyford, who 

was then holding a third of a fee in Hill 

worth yearly 100s. It evidently passed 

with Grafton Flyford to the 

Beauchamps of Elmley, Thomas Earl 

of Warwick dying seised of it in 1401. 

(fn. 48) It then followed the descent of 

Elmley Castle,  being conveyed by 

Anne Countess of Warwick to Henry 

VII in 1487. It was, however, in 1492 

said to be in the king's hands on 

account of the minority of Edward Earl 

of Warwick,  but passed into the king's 

possession in 1499 on the attainder of 

the earl. In 1536 a carucate of land 

called Hill Place was included in the 

lands sometime belonging to the 

earldom of Warwick assured to the king by Act of Parliament. In June 1545 the manor was granted in fee to John Hall of Ripple and Henry 

Sheldon of Abberton, Hall acting apparently as a trustee, for Henry Sheldon died seised of it in 1558, and was succeeded by his son John, 

aged four. John died in the same year, when his uncle William Sheldon succeeded, and in the same year received licence to alienate the 

manor to Richard Gardener and John Baker. Richard and John held the manor in moieties. Richard Gardener's share passed with Parkhall in 

Hanbury to his granddaughters Anne and Alice. (fn. 58) In 1616–17 they with their respective husbands, James Harley and Peter Warburton, 

conveyed it to John Baker and Raphael Hunt. John Baker evidently sold it to Edward Waldegrave alias Fleete, who died on 26 January 1640 

seised of a moiety of Hill Court, his heir being his daughter Mary wife of John Nanfan. In 1658 John Nanfan and Mary with their son Bridges 

conveyed their moiety to Andrew Baker, and it seems possible that the two moieties may thus have become united. 

 

The other moiety of the manor passed on John Baker's death in 1577 to his son Francis, who obtained livery of it in 1579–80. Francis was 

succeeded by his son John, on whose death in 1631 the estate passed to his son Francis. He mortgaged it in 1633 to George Monnox, and 

afterwards conveyed it in trust to his cousin Mary Guynett, who subsequently became the wife of Henry Brownjohn. Mary afterwards refused 

to fulfil the trusts, and evidently took possession of the manor, which she and her husband sold in 1638 to George Townsend, attorney of the 

court of King's Bench. George conveyed it in 1651 to Richard Baker, merchant.   
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Robert Baker was in possession of the whole manor in 1687. Andrew Baker, son of Andrew Baker of Hill Court, died on 11 October 1703. 

Robert Baker of Hill Court was one of the commissioners for the county in 1713. In 1777 Edward Baker of Salwarpe was holding the manor, 

described as the manor of Woodhouse End, with the farm called Hill Court, and he then purchased from Kempe Bridges of St. Paul's, Covent 

Garden, the reversion on Edward's death without issue male, this reversion being held by Kempe. About 1760 there was considerable 

litigation between Edward Baker and his mortgagees, and later the mortgagees sold all the interest of the Bakers of Hill Court to various 

purchasers. 

Prattinton, writing in 1812, referred to 'Baker's Isle' in the church of Grafton Flyford, and to the family pew belonging to Squire Baker of the 

Court in the church of Flyford Flavell. 

 
CHURCH 

The church of ST. JOHN BAPTIST consists of a chancel 26½ ft. by 

15¾ ft., nave 44 ft. by 21 ft., north chapel, south porch, and west 

tower 11 ft. square. These measurements are all internal. 

The church, with the exception of the 14th-century tower, was 

entirely rebuilt in 1875, but the old work appears to have been very 

largely re-used. The modern work is already getting into a very bad 

state of repair. 

The chancel has a 15th-century east window of three lights with a 

segmental pointed head. In the north wall is a square-headed 14th-

century window of two ogee trefoil-headed lights. In the south wall 

are two square-headed two-light windows and a priest's door, mostly 

modern. On this side is a single sedile with a cusped head, and near it 

a pointed piscina with the bowl missing. An internal string-course, 

largely modern, is carried round the chancel. The chancel arch is of 

two chamfered orders dying into the wall; the voussoirs are small and 

regular and are of late 13th or early 14th-century date. 

In the north wall of the nave is a pointed 14thcentury arch of two 

chamfered orders opening into a small chapel with a single-light window on the east and west. Further west is a pointed window of the same 

date with two lights and a traceried head. In the south wall are two windows, each of two lights and similar to that on the north of the 

chancel; between them is a plain pointed door. All these features have apparently been restored and reset. 

 

The 14th-century tower is faced with ashlar and three stages high with low diagonal buttresses to the western angles of the ground stage. The 

tower arch is acutely pointed and of two chamfered orders. This stage rests on a deeply moulded plinth and has a pointed 15th-century west 

window of three cinquefoiled lights. The second stage is lighted by loops only, but the third stage has a pointed 14th-century window of two 

trefoiled ogee lights in each face. The parapet is embattled, with carved gargoyles at the angles of the string and panelled and crocketed 

pinnacles rising above them. From within it rises a low octagonal pyramid of stone capped by a truncated pinnacle set diagonally. 
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The fittings include a 17th-century communion table with turned legs, a 15th-century semi-octagonal pulpit (on a modern base) having a 

moulded rail and traceried heads to the panels, and a modern font. In the north chapel is a broken marble monument to Roger Stonehall, who 

died in 1645. Under the tower are roughly designed paintings on boards of the evangelistic symbols with black letter labels, perhaps of the 

16th century; here is also a painted achievement of the royal arms of Charles II inscribed 1687 C.R. In the tracery of the east window are 

some fragments of 15th-century glass tabernacle work and in the north chancel window are two shields, one with the arms of Mortimer and 

the other imperfect with those of Beauchamp. In the west window are fragments of white and yellow 15th-century glass in the tracery. 

There are five bells, all cast by John Martin in 1676: the tenor is inscribed, 'All men that here my roring sound repent before you ly in ground, 

M. Robert Baker 1676'; the fourth, 'We wish in heven theer souls may sing that caused us six here for to ring, Amell Doxly, Richard Haynes 

C.W. 1676'; the third, 'Be it known to all that doth wee see John Martin of Worcester, he made wee 1676'; the second, 'All prayse and glory 

be to God for ever 1676'; and the treble, 'Jesus be our good speed, God Save the King 1676.' 

The plate includes a cup and cover paten, London, 1571, and a plate, London, 1679, inscribed 'Grafton Flyford.' 

The registers are in one volume as follows: baptisms 1676 to 1813, burials 1676 to 1812, marriages 1678 to 1777. 

 
ADVOWSON 

The earliest reference to the church occurs in 1268, when Richard Amberley presented. The advowson has always been held with the manor.   

The rectory and all glebe lands, tithes, &c., belonging to the same were on 1 October 1554 (fn. 79) leased for twenty-one years at £20 yearly 

by David Gyttins, parson of the parish church, to William Willettes, Richard Hyde and Henry Okeleye, who on 18 June following brought a 

suit against his successor, William Kymbarley, to recover the rent of the mansion-house and glebe from him and to compel him to inhabit the 

same.  

At the Dissolution a yearly rent of 12d. out of certain lands and tenements was returned as having been given for the maintenance of certain 

lights. A rent of 12d. was also given for the maintenance of obits, whereof 4d. was paid to the poor. Land for anniversaries in Grafton Flyford 

was granted to Thomas Reve and John Herdson on 15 May 1550.  

 
CHARITIES 

 

The Charity Estates include the following charities, namely:- 

 

1. The benefaction of  Sir John Grafton, kt., recorded on the church table put up in the year 1731, consisting of five closes, containing 18 a. or 

thereabouts; 

 

2. The charity of Rev. Roger Stonehall, a former rector, founded by will dated 1639, consisting of 10 a. 3 r. 16 p. known as the School 

Closes, 3 r. 20 p. and two cottages; 

 

3. Allotment under the Inclosure Act in 1813, being 4 a. of land at North Piddle; 
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4. The charity of the Rev. George Harris, a former rector, founded by will dated 1719, consisting of 7 a. 2 r. known as Bookey’s Leasow, 

held for the residue of a term of 2,000 years; 

 

The Charity Estates, the original endowments of which have by exchanges and inclosures undergone considerable changes, were in 1819 the 

subject of Chancery proceedings, whereby heavy liabilities and loss to the charities were incurred. 

 

The charities are now administered under the provisions of a scheme of the Charity Commissioners, 13 June 1899, and by an order dated 29 

January 1904 a moiety of the income of Sir John Grafton’s charity and the land known as the School Closes were constituted the Grafton and 

Stonehall Educational Foundation.  One-fourth of the income of Sir John Grafton’s charity is applicable for the repairs of the church and the 

remaining fourth of the same charity, together with the income of other properties, is applicable for the benefit of the poor.  In 1905-6 the 

income of the Charity Estates amounted to about £50, of which £20 was applied for educational purposes, £4 5s for church purposes, and the 

balance of the net income for the poor. 

 

In 1721 Andrew Baker, as stated on the church table, by his will gave 20s. to the poor to be paid out of his estate in Flyford Flavell yearly, 

and given in bread at Easter by the minister and churchwardens. 

 

The other benefactions for the poor also recorded on the church table, namely, William Dugard’s, Bridget Darby’s, and the charities of Mary 

George and Elizabeth Soley, cannot now be identified; they may have been absorbed in the Charity Estates. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF NORTH PIDDLE 

 

 

 
NORTH PIDDLE 

Pidelet (xi cent.); Pydele, Northpiddle (xiii cent.). 

North Piddle is a very small parish bounded by Piddle Brook on the west and south-west. The surface of the land is flat, the highest point (200 ft.) being near the eastern 

boundary. The soil is marl and loam on a subsoil of Lower Lias, and the chief crops are wheat, beans and fruit. The area is 797 acres, of which 422 acres are permanent 

grass and 152 acres arable land. It was inclosed under an Act of 1813, the award being dated 25 August 1830.  
The road between Worcester and Alcester passes across the extreme north of the parish and a branch road leads south from this to the village, about a quarter of a mile 

distant. The village consists of two farms and a cottage standing near the church. The farm to the north-east is a half-timber building, and to the west is a moated site 

without any building upon it. 

Amongst the old field-names here are Frarye Acre, Husband Acre, Monck Acre, Le Home, Le Deane and Gostell Field (possibly Gospel Field), all of which are 

mentioned in a 16th-century document.  

 
MANOR 

At the time of the Domesday Survey two estates in NORTH PIDDLE were held of the abbey of Westminster by Urse the Sheriff, the two having been separately owned 

in the reign of Edward the Confessor. Toli, a freeman, had held 5 hides and Alfwine had held the other portion consisting of 4 hides, one of which did not pay geld. The 

land had increased in value since the Conquest, the two estates, formerly worth 30s. and 50s. respectively, being valued at 60s. each in 1086. The overlordship of the 

abbey of Westminster was recognized until the 15th century.  

William Beauchamp, son of Emmeline daughter and heir of Urse, owned North Piddle in the 12th century. It must, however, have passed from the Beauchamps in the 

13th century, for it appears that Richard Fitz John, who was descended from Geoffrey Fitz Piers Earl of Essex, was holding the overlordship at his death in 1297, and it 

was assigned in dower in 1299 to his widow Emma. His heir Richard de Burgh Earl of Ulster had seisin in the same year, but the overlordship seems afterwards to have 

reverted to the descendants of Maud, one of the sisters of Richard Fitz John, who was the wife of William Beauchamp, first Earl of Warwick of that name,12 for it 

belonged to her son Guy, and followed the descent of the honour of Elmley Castle until it lapsed in the 16th century, the overlordship being mentioned for the last time in 

1561–2.  

In a survey of Pershore Hundred taken shortly after 1086, it is stated that Robert Parler held 5 hides and 5 carucates between 'Flavell' and 'Pidelet,' and it is probable that 

this Robert was Urse's tenant in North Piddle. Habington quotes an undated document in which Ellis de Piddle conveyed half a yard-land to William de Selewie, and 

amongst the witnesses appears Philip de Piddle. In the reign of Henry III the manor of North Piddle was held by Stephen de Segrave. Stephen was regent of England 

during the king's absence in 1230 and justiciar of England in 1232. North Piddle formed part of the dowry of his widow Ida after his death in 1241. His son Gilbert was 

his heir, and he in turn was succeeded about 1254 by Nicholas his son. Nicholas, who had fought with the barons against Henry III, was taken prisoner at Evesham, but 

was pardoned under the Dictum of Kenilworth, his three sons John, Nicholas and Henry redeeming the manor in 1289. He was summoned to Parliament in June 1295 as 

Lord Segrave and died in the same year. North Piddle was granted for life by John Segrave to his brother Henry, who was holding it in 1299. He was still in possession in 

1315, but the manor afterwards reverted to John. Both he and his son Stephen died in 1325, and the inheritance gave rise to a dispute between their widows. Christiana, 

John's widow, claimed a third of the manor as her dower, but Alice, Stephen's widow, declared that her husband held the entire manor of his father's gift. The court 

decided that Alice should hold the estate, but that the value of one-third of it should be paid to Christiana out of that part of the heir's property which was in the king's 

wardship. John son of Stephen and Alice held the manor in 1346, having settled it in 1344 on himself and his wife Margaret.  

 

 

This John de Segrave, the third Lord Segrave, married Margaret daughter of Thomas of Brotherton, Earl Marshal and Earl of Norfolk, one of the sons of Edward I. He 

granted the manor for life to Thomas de Ferrars, who was holding it at the time of John's death in 1353. Margaret, who was called Margaret Marshal, outlived her 

husband, afterwards marrying Walter Lord Manny, who held the manor of North Piddle in her right. He died in 1372–3, leaving her a second time a widow. In 1397 she 



 xiii 

was created Duchess of Norfolk in her own right, and on the same day her grandson and heir Thomas Mowbray, son of her daughter Elizabeth, who had married John 

Lord Mowbray, was created Duke of Norfolk. He was banished from England in 1398, and at the time of her death in the spring of 1399 was still in exile, and his lands 

were considered forfeit in consequence of his banishment. He died of the plague in Venice in the following September. His son and heir Thomas Earl of Norfolk was 

executed in 1405, at the age of eighteen, without trial or attainder, for taking part in the Scrope conspiracy, and North Piddle was granted in 1406 for life to Edward 

Beauchamp. John, brother and heir of Thomas Mowbray, did not have livery of his lands until 1412, nor was the dukedom attributed to him till 1424. This John Duke of 

Norfolk, who distinguished himself in the French wars, was succeeded in turn by his son and his grandson, both called John, and the direct line finally became extinct on 

the death of Anne, his greatgranddaughter, who was married at the age of five to Richard Duke of York, second son of Edward IV, and died an infant three years later, 16 

January 1480–1. The Duke of York was murdered in the Tower shortly after. The Mowbray estates were then divided between William Viscount Berkeley, son of Isabel 

daughter of Thomas Mowbray Duke of Norfolk, and John Lord Howard, son of Margaret the second daughter of Thomas Duke of Norfolk. North Piddle seems at first to 

have been assigned to John Howard, who was created Duke of Norfolk in 1483, but on a subsequent partition passed to his cousin William Lord Berkeley, who, as his 

share of the Mowbray titles, received that of Earl of Nottingham. This partition was confirmed in 1488, and William Earl of Nottingham conveyed the manor shortly 

afterwards to Humphrey Coningsby and Isabel his wife, Edward Willoughby and Robert Logg acting as trustees.  

 

In 1535–6 Sir Humphrey Coningsby, one of the justices of the bench, died seised of the manor. His heir was his grandson, another Humphrey, the son of Thomas 

Coningsby, upon whom lands to the value of £100 had been settled at the time of his marriage in 1532 with Anne the daughter of Sir Thomas Englefield, also a justice of 

the bench. According to the agreement drawn up between them, Sir Humphrey bought the wedding clothes of both bride and bridegroom, while the cost of the meat and 

drink was divided between him and Sir Thomas Englefield.  

 

Anne survived her husband, who died in 1559, their eldest son Edward being then under age. He died two years later without having attained his majority and his brother 

Thomas succeeded. Thomas was knighted by the Earl of Essex before Rouen in 1591 and died in 1626. His son and successor Fitz William was member of Parliament for 

Herefordshire in 1620. With the rise of the Commonwealth, however, his prosperity vanished, and he and his wife Cecilia, who was a daughter of Sir Henry Nevill Lord 

Bergavenny, and his children were reduced to absolute starvation. In 1649 a fine of over £4,000 was imposed on him, and though a fifth of the estate was reserved to his 

wife this concession was not put into effect for some years, if ever. In 1651 FitzWilliam was ordered to pay £2,000 within a fortnight. A few weeks later the whole fine 

was reduced to £3,600, and in 1653 he petitioned for leave to compound at one-sixth, pleading the destitution to which he and his family were reduced. In 1654, however, 

no part of the fine had been paid, and orders were issued that the estate was to be proceeded against as if there had been no composition. At this juncture Sampson Wise, 

who had married FitzWilliam's daughter Philippa, came to the rescue and bought the estates, undertaking to pay a sum for the relief of FitzWilliam and his wife and to 

compound with the commissioners.  

In 1668 Thomas Powis conveyed North Piddle to Robert Knightley, who was already possessed of some land at North Piddle. In 1683–4 Robert and Valentine Knightley 

sold land in North Piddle to Thomas Yarnold, and his descendant, another Thomas Yarnold, was holding the manor in 1750. Mr. Sheldon of Weston was the owner in 

1782, and it must have been bought shortly after by Humphrey Lyttelton of Naunton Beauchamp. Sandys Lyttelton was the owner in 1812, though his right was disputed 

by a Mr. Phillipps of Evesham. The manor seems then to have followed the descent of Naunton Beauchamp to the Frances family, Henry Vernon Frances being lord of 

the manor in 1880. As early as 1868 the parish was divided into small farms, and the manorial rights have now lapsed. 

Mention is made in 1325 of a windmill worth 10s. yearly in the manor of North Piddle.  

 
CHURCH 

The church of ST. MICHAEL is an entirely modern building consisting of chancel, nave, north porch and vestry. It is in the 13th-century Gothic style with walls of brick 

faced with stone, steep-pitched tiled roofs, a stone bellcote at the west end, containing one modern bell, and a timber porch. The chancel has a small credence on the 

north, the pointed arch over which is apparently ancient. The piscina in the south wall has an old basin resting on a head corbel apparently of the 13th century. At the 

west end of the nave are preserved six encaustic tiles of fairly good design, found in the churchyard to the north of the church in 1896 and indicating an alteration in the 

site.Preserved in the vestry is a small uninscribed bell. The old church was a small rectangular structure with a wooden bellcote and a north porch. Habington gives the 

arms of Folliott, Stone of Stone, Tracey and Coningsby as occurring in it. The two old bells were sold late in the last century. They were dated 1676 and 1745. 

The plate consists of an Elizabethan cup and cover paten and a pewter flagon and plate.The registers before 1812 are as follows: (i) baptisms 1565 to 1776, burials 1572 

to 1775, marriages 1571 to 1749; (ii) baptisms and burials 1776 to 1812, marriages 1777 to 1812; (iii) marriages 1754 to 1810. 
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ADVOWSON 

The advowson of North Piddle originally belonged 

to the lords of the manor. In 1338 Alice de Segrave 

presented Thomas de Segrave, a special 

dispensation being necessary, as he was under the 

required age, being only twenty-two. Throughout 

the Middle Ages the advowson followed the descent 

of the manor, and in 1660 Sampson Wise was the 

patron. The Coningsbys, however, seem to have 

retained a right in it, after they had parted with the 

manor, for in 1683 Thomas Coningsby with 

William Goold and his wife Alice conveyed it to 

John Philpott, who presented in the following year 

and in 1704. In 1727 it was purchased by Salwey 

Nash, the incumbent, from whom it passed by 

purchase to Richard Nash of Clerkenleap, who 

presented in 1756. From him it passed with the 

manor of Impney to John Lord Somers, with whose 

descendants it remained until it was purchased of 

Lady Henry Somerset about 1892 by the Bishop of 

Worcester, the present patron. 

The living has been united since 1895 to that of 

Upton Snodsbury.  

In the 19th century the church of North Piddle 

seems to have been much neglected, the incumbent 

visiting it only once on a Sunday, and not always giving it even that attention. The fabric was in a ruinous condition and Noake states that at one time it was actually 

mortgaged to provide the means to erect pews.  

There do not appear to be any endowed charities subsisting in this parish. 
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