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FLYFORD FLAVELL, GRAFTON FLYFORD AND NORTH
PIDDLE PARISH COUNCIL

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

JUNE 2019

Over the past few months your parish council and members
of the community have been working on a number of projects
which it is hoped will enhance life in the parishes.  This
consultation is intended to ensure that everyone who is inter-
ested is fully informed of the proposals and has the opportuni-
ty to comment.

There will be two public events in June where you will be able
to see more details and speak to those people who are
making the proposals and who will be responsible for deliver-
ing them.

At the moment no decisions have been made and nothing will
go forward until the parish council is satisfied that it has
consulted as widely as it can and has listened to all the views
and opinions in the community.

This is your opportunity to have your say about things.

What are the proposals?
Play Area and planting on the Village Green
The proposal is to provide play equipment on the village green
for the use of children in the local area, and/or to plant and
further landscape the village green.

Neighbourhood Watch and Smartwater
The proposal is to set up a Neighbourhood Watch in the
parishes and to introduce a Smartwater property marking
Scheme for householders to use.
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Parish Communications
At the moment there are several methods of communicating
to residents. How do you want us to tell you about things that
are going on in the parishes?

What do we want you to do?
Please read all this leaflet including the detail at the
back.

 Come to one of the consultation sessions at the
school in Flyford Flavell and tell us what you think
about these issues.

Thursday 27th June between 7.00pm and 9.00pm

and

Sunday 30th June between 10.00am and noon.

 Fill in the attached questionnaire and return it to the
clerk.

 If there are any comments you want to make that are
not covered on the form then please write or email to
the chairman or clerk on the contact addresses.
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The Proposals In Outline:
Play Area, planting and landscaping on the village green

The village green is a relatively new asset in Flyford Flavell.  It is
owned and maintained by the parish council for the enjoyment of
the whole of the community.  Our parish plan identified a need for
play equipment in the local area and it is now proposed that a
play area is created on the village green.

There is play equipment at the village school and this is now quite
comprehensive.  It is designed for very young children as the
school caters for children in their early years at school.  There are
also issues about supervision out of school times and it is felt that
a more public area to cater for a wider age range of children as
well would be beneficial on the village green.

Some rudimentary landscaping and planting was carried out on
the village green by Bloor Homes prior to handing the green over
to the parish council. A proposed planting scheme has been
developed to match around the proposed play equipment. This
includes some landscape enhancements to ensure that the
green is not dominated by the play area.
Grants are available to potentially cover half the cost of the
scheme but the other half would need to come from the parish
council and the community.  The plan on page 7 shows the
proposals in more detail.

Neighbourhood Watch

Many people have expressed concern about the perceived and
real threat of crime in our area.  Although we are a low crime area
things do happen and we could be more vigilant.  It is not a
function of the parish council to provide a Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme but we can facilitate one.  There was a scheme in the
parish for many years but due to retirement this no longer
happens.  The parish council is prepared to facilitate a new
initiative in the villages if suitable volunteers come forward.  The
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parish council is also prepared to help fund  Smartwater under
the ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ scheme if enough support from the
community is forthcoming.

Smartwater is a product which can be applied to such things as
televisions, lawn mowers and those sort of things which are at-
tractive to thieves.  It is invisible to the eye but shows up under
ultra violet light.  Marking things this way gives the police a
chance to return stolen goods.  It also acts as a deterrent as
signs can be displayed notifying would be thieves that this is a
Smartwater area.  It will only work if the majority of people in the
community participate.

Communication

Letting people know what is happening is a perennial problem.
Unfortunately, publication of the Flyford Family News is coming
to an end but there are three websites and a Facebook page
which contain a vast amount of information about past , present
and future events in the parishes. The churches also produce a
weekly summary of events in the Flyford Benefice and the Par-
ish Council and Three Parishes Hall publish regular news up-
dates by email and display information on four noticeboards.
But is this enough? We are constantly being told that people are
not aware of what is going on so this is your chance to tell us
how you would like to be informed.

Consultation Events

Two open consultation events will take place.  These will be
manned by your local councillors who will be able to explain the
details of the proposals and answer your questions.
The events will be held at Flavell Flavell First School on:

Thursday 27th June between 7.00pm and 9.00pm
and
Sunday 30th June between 10.00am and noon.



5

The Children’sProposed for
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The Detail:
Play Area, planting and landscaping on the village green
Some rudimentary landscaping and planting was carried out on
the village green by Bloor Homes prior to handing the green
over to the parish council. A proposed planting scheme has
been developed to match around the proposed play equipment.
This includes some landscape enhancements to ensure that the
green is not dominated by the play area.
Grants are available to potentially cover half the cost of the
scheme but the other half would need to come from the parish
council and the community.

The play area would be created in the north west corner oppo-
site the Boot Inn.  There is a heavy swing gate to protect chil-
dren from running into the road but it is the most accessible and
visible part of the green.  Trees will be planted on the south side
to screen it from the houses and these would be planted on a
raised bund so that the area is separated from the rest of the
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green.  The equipment will
have a rustic nature so that it
is fitting for a rural  location
and it will be maintained and
insured, but not supervised by
the parish council. The play
equipment is expected to cost
circa £30.000.

There are other proposals for
enhancing the landscape on the green and these are briefly out-
lined on the sketch at-
tached.  The planting
scheme includes areas of
wild flowers and bulb plant-
ing, some attractive
shrubs, more trees, and
beds of low shrubs along-
side the internal road
around the green. The cost
of the landscaping and
planting is likely to be in the region of £15,000. More details will be
available at the public consultation days.

The proposals will cost something like £45,000.  Half of this
could come from grants
available to the community.
The parish council have to
find the other half.  It is
possible, if there is no alter-
native, to cover this by way
of a Public Works Loan
which would be entirely
financed by revenue from
the village green invest-
ment fund.



Neighbourhood Watch and We Don’t Buy Crime

Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police work together in a
Strategic Alliance. Together they deliver community policing via
115 Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT). Their Safer Neighbour-
hood Team Policy sets out the five key areas of responsibility.
These are: -

o Community Engagement;
o Problem Solving and Harm Reduction;
o Patrol;
o Investigations; &
o Support other departments.

Safer Neighbourhood Teams have a key role in supporting
communities wishing to establish Watch Schemes in their locality
– whatever that type of watch scheme that may be.
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What is Neighbourhood Watch?

Neighbourhood Watch was first established in America in the
early 1960’s. In the UK, it was first started in Cheshire in the
early 1980’s. In its original guise it was purely aimed at
residential occupiers.

The aim of the original Neighbourhood Watch movement was
to bring neighbours together to create strong, friendly, active
Communities where crime and anti-social behaviour were
less likely to occur. In its widest context it is simply “A Good
Neighbour Scheme”. (for more information on the ethos of
NHW in the UK look at www.ourwatch.org.uk).

Over the past thirty years, Neighbourhood Watch has evolved
and now covers a much wider remit. Watches are now fo-
cussed upon three broad themes: Residential, Business (In-
cluding Rural) and Interest or Hobby type schemes. In many
aspects it is easier to establish a Business or Interest type
watch. They are groups of people already working or doing
something together – you may not have to build demand!

Research has shown time and again that communities where
a Good Neighbour type Scheme is in place, become a more
friendly and cohesive Community. The research in these
areas also shows a fall in crime, less anti-social behaviour, a
better Community environment and improved health and
wellbeing of residents. These Communities are also more
self-resilient.

Warwickshire and West Mercia Neighbourhood Watch Asso-
ciations welcome anyone who is starting or expanding a
Watch Schemes. They or the relevant local Area Neighbour-
hood Watch Association would support you in any new
Watches that you endeavour to try and create.

Whilst Safer Neighbourhood Teams are the primary interface
between Watch Schemes and the Police, it is the responsibil-
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ity of the Scheme membership to run it themselves. However,
the Police will do all they can to support you and aid the
survival of your watch Scheme

So why a Watch Scheme?

Working with your Community to establish and support the set
up of a Watch Scheme, if you haven’t done it before, could
seem to be a somewhat daunting task. However, done cor-
rectly, it will make you better informed about issues in your
community and make your community safer. These steps will
help you to establish a Watch and ensure it survives.

Normally, the main reason for people wanting to start a Watch
Scheme is that you may have been unfortunate enough to be
affected by crime or Anti-Social Behaviour or other community
issues in the area where you live, work or enjoy a hobby.
Deciding to establish a Watch Scheme may be an excellent
way of doing something to directly tackle the issues. Commu-
nities standing together are very effective at tackling a variety
of issues be they retail thefts, household burglary’s or night
time economy linked disorder.

Whatever is the catalyst for the new Watch the following steps
will help you at each stage. Most Watch Schemes will have
been established within a month - but sometimes an area may
not respond well, despite your best intentions.

The Co-ordinator

The NHW Co-ordinator is usually a volunteer member, ideally
with a computer and internet access. Co-ordinators have an
important role to play in the setting up and administration of a
Watch Scheme, regardless of the type of Watch scheme or its
size.

There is no ‘template’ for a Watch Scheme’ and certainly ‘no
one size to fit all’ circumstances. The format and how your
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Watch Scheme develops will be down to the Co-ordinator and
the individuals who are members of the scheme.

Liaising regularly with the Watch Scheme members and your
local Safer Neighbourhood team will ensure you keep in touch
with activities and incidents in your area.

Role of the Co-ordinators

If you are deciding to be a Scheme co-ordinator then you will
need to undertake the following roles as a minimum:

v Get to know your local Safer Neighbourhood Polic-
ing Team. They will be your main policing contact.

v Start/maintain a Watch Scheme within a specific
area / Interest;

v Encourage vigilance amongst your scheme mem-
bers and actively encourage the early reporting of
incidents to the police.

v Receive relevant information from the Police and
then communicate this to your Watch Scheme
members;

v Supply or signpost members with appropriate mar-
keting material;

v Encourage members to sign up to Warwickshire
and West Mercia Police Community Messaging
Service (CMS) at : -
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/register

     http://www.warwickshire.police.uk/register
v Arrange for appropriate street signs to be erected

at strategic places after submitting relevant Coun-
cil required approval forms. (The ‘Our’ Watch web
site has designs available for approved Residential
Schemes. Other types of schemes may not need
signs. If signage is needed the co-ordinator will need
to apply to the local authority to obtain approval for the
signage to be erected) Your Local Safer Neighbour-
hood Team can help you through this process.
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v Appoint a deputy Co-ordinator(s).
v Encourage your members to take a proactive

stance to crime prevention and reduction by
putting into practice crime prevention measures,
fire prevention and warning measures, home and
appropriate device security and property marking.

v Welcome new members to your Watch Scheme.
v If appropriate organise and chair a meeting for

your Watch Scheme at suitable intervals.
v Maintain an upto date register of all members of

your Watch Scheme.
v Where appropriate represent your Watch Scheme

at area NHW Association meetings – thus acting as
a link between your Watch Scheme and other Co-
ordinators.

Additionally, the duties of the Co-ordinator may be:

v   Communicate information from members to the Police
– if your Watch scheme member is vulnerable and
unable to do it themselves;

v   Circulate newsletters and leaflets to members who are
not able to receive them electronically;

v   Encourage members to inform the Police of suspicious
and criminal incidents;

v   Monitor the activities of the Scheme;
v   Keep a check on vulnerable members and households;
v   Identify local environmental problems and report these

to local authorities directly or via ‘apps’ such as
www.fixmystreet.co.uk.

Note: The roles printed in bold are considered as mandatory.
The remainder are left to the discretion of individual volun-
teers and their member households. For more information,
there are minimum standards at
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/knowledge/ethics-standards-
guidelines/
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Scheme Members

Scheme members should:

v   Be observant and vigilant.
v   Report unusual activity or suspicious situations to the

Police and their Co-ordinator.
v   Assist the Coordinator if required to disseminate infor

mation, leaflets and newsletters.
v   Check their home and garden security and if appropri

ate take reasonable steps to protect themselves and
their community.

v   Assist  in  maintaining  their  local  community  environ
ment by keeping it free from rubbish, graffiti, aban-
doned vehicles and such like.

What is critical is that the Police can only respond to suspi-
cious incidents and crimes if they know about them. A large
number of incidents and as many as 40% of all crime is un
reported. Communities become aggrieved if nothing is done
to resolve the problem. The Police can only respond to some-
thing if they are made aware of it. If you think that something
is suspicious and warrants the Police to attend, then make
that call! Remember 999 if it’s a crime in action, or an incident
in which someone is injured. 101 for all other types of calls to
the Police.

What is Smartwater?
A Water based solution with a unique forensic code. It’s
made invisible to the naked eye but can be seen under UV
light. Only a small amount needs to be applied to an item
and left to dry and then the property is marked. Each bottle
is unique which enables the police/Smartwater to identify the
owner of property and therefore return it if stolen, link it to
any associated crime and prosecute offenders.

West Mercia Police officers now have a UV light to detect
the presence of Smartwater when arresting or stopping and
searching suspects. Second hand stores are also being of-



13

fered UV lights which they can use to establish whether
property is marked and possibly stolen.

What is a ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ Town?
We Don’t Buy Crime towns and villages are where every res-
idential property has the opportunity to mark their posses-
sions free of charge. When 70% of a target area has been
registered, street signage is displayed (as in the image be-
low). It has been identified that a 70% saturation rate is the
appropriate coverage of an area to deliver deductions. The
purpose of the initiative is to let potential offenders know that
if they commit crime they are likely to get caught and will not
have the opportunity to profit from their crime.

Does this approach work?
When academics interviewed burglars about the best deter-
rent, Smartwater ‘outscored’ all other forms of crime deter-
rent.
A similar scheme adopted outside of West Mercia
identified the following benefits:
• A reduction in burglary by over 80%
• A significant reduction in robbery and other
criminal offences.
• Benefits extending up to 750M from the areas
using Smartwater
• More than half of respondents reporting feeling
Safer

Success stories in West Mercia so far….
1. Cleobury Mortimer in Shropshire became a “We Don't Buy
Crime” town in November 2015 with 1,200 homes protected
with Smartwater. In the two years prior 14 domestic burglary
offences were reported. Two and a half years on there has
been 2 recorded domestic burglary offences within the “We
Don’t Buy Crime” boundary area. At almost 3 and half years
into the project Cleobury Mortimer are still reporting a 54%
reduction in Burglary Dwelling. Many people have stated that
they felt the local authority in partnership with the police had
made a real difference in making the town safer and enhanc-
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ing community spirit. Further work is now being carried out to
refresh the signage and the media around We Don’t Buy
Crime in Cleobury Mortimer.

2. Higher Heath became a ‘We Don’t Buy Crime Village’ in
February 2016. Since taking up this initiative the village has
reported an 80% reduction in domestic burglary offences.

3. Leegomery is an area of Telford & Wrekin that became a
‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ area in July 2016. Domestic burglary
and attempted domestic burglary offences have reduced by
35% since the scheme began.

4. Sutton Hill in Telford and Wrekin and became a ‘We Don’t
Buy Crime’ area in July 2016. There has been a 55% reduc-
tion in Domestic Burglary and attempted Burglary
in this area since the scheme began
5. Ombersley in Worcestershire became a We Don’t Buy
Crime area in October 2017. In the first year of the project
they have reported a 75% reduction in Domestic
Burglary offences.

What will the Police support?
25% of the total cost of the required Smartwater kits for a
chosen area
100% of the signage costs
The WDBC team co-ordinating the project and available as
the councillors first point of contact
Police volunteer time (where necessary)
Monitor the reported and recorded acquisitive crime in your
area and share this with you

The Parish Council?
75% of the cost of the required Smartwater kits, purchased
at a reduced rate of £8.90 (+ vat)
Time required to engage with communities
In areas where housing associations own properties they
have agreed to fund the marking of their homes.
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Communication
The parish council tries to keep people informed about what
is going on.  Central government wants us to use electronic
communication as much as possible.  As part of that initia-
tive the parish council has a website where you can find all
the statutory information required by law.  It is also regularly
updated with other information about matters that the parish
council deals with.  You will find the dates and agendas of
meetings, an archive of past minutes, details of finances and
contact details for many local facilities.  On the home page
you will also find a summary of parish council news and
some potted histories of the parishes.  Public Notices such
as road closures are also posted on the website.

If you have never visited the website you will find it at
www.theflyfords.co.uk

In addition to the parish council website there is a dedicated
site for the Three Parishes Hall.  Here you will find out what
is going on and how to book the hall should you want to use
it.

You will find the website at: www.threevillageshall.org.uk

For those that support the churches or if you need the help
of the vicar or details about weddings, baptismals and funer-
als all this information is available at:
www.theflyfordsfamily.org

Besides the websites we have four notice boards in the par-
ish.  Only the Flyford Flavell notice board is kept up to date
with agendas for the meetings but nevertheless you will find
details of your councillors and dates of meetings and other
useful information on the others.  You will find other matters
of interest posted on the notice boards from time to time so
do keep an eye on them.
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There are also notice boards at the Three Parishes Hall and
at the service station on Alcester Road so check these out
too for up to date information.

Flyford Flavell have a Facebook page which is open for any
villager to join.  If you are not a member and would like to
join then you will find the details at: Flyford Flavell  Facebook
Group

The parish council has a mailing list of all the house ad-
dresses in the parishes from the electoral role.  It also has a
mailing list of approximately 60% of households in the par-
ishes.  This is now used to keep you informed of events and
matters of interest from time to time.  The list is used for two
types of mailing.  One for the parish council and the other for
The Three Parishes Hall.  If you do not want to receive up-
dates from either of these organisations you can delete your
name from either of the lists by unsubscribing at the bottom
of the next email.  Unsubscribing from one will not automati-
cally unsubscribe you from the other.  Alternatively, if you
are not on the lists then you can add your name by filling in
the pop up boxes on the respective websites.

All this is maintained on a regular basis but if you have any
further ideas of how effective communication can be made
please let us know.  Either write or email with your sugges-

tions to the clerk at the contact address on this leaflet.
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The questions below only require a simple yes or no. However you can give us more
information about your answer in the remarks column or you can write to the clerk with
further information at the contact address on the leaflet.

Question YES NO REMARKS
Do you support the
creation of a play area on
the village green?
Would you be prepared to
contribute to the cost?
Do you support
installing play
equipment on the village
green at a total cost of
£30,000?

Do you support further
planting and
landscaping on the
village green at a total
cost of circa £15,000?

If the parish council
provided some raised
beds on the green
would you like to
participate in growing
community plants in the
beds?

Would you like the
parish council to
implement any other
changes for the village
green? If so then

YOUR REPLIES WILL BE CONFIDENTIAL



what?(other items being
investigated are a water
supply, an electricity
supply, a better path
surface.)

Do you support the setting
up of a Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme?
Would you be prepared to
volunteer as a
coordinator?
Would you be prepared to
be a member of a
Neighbourhood Watch
scheme?
Would you participate in a
Smartwater Scheme if it
was free
Would you participate in a
Smartwater Scheme if you
had to pay £5 to join?
Are you happy with the
communication from the
parish council?
Do you have any specific
suggestions which would
help the parish council
communicate with you?
Thank you for considering these questions. Please either send your completed form to the clerk by
post or email. It would be helpful if you could include your name and address but this is not
essential. Please however only return one form from each household. This questionnaire is only
open to parishioners resident in the parishes of Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford and North Piddle.
Return to Mark Broughton-Taylor, Columbine Cottage, North Piddle, WR7 4PU. Email
markbroughtontaylor@mac.com
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This consultation is being conducted by the

Flyford Flavell, Grafton Flyford and North Piddle Parish
Council.

For more information contact the clerk

Or

your local councillor.

Contact details can be found on our website
at:

 www.theflyfords.co.uk

Or

Mark Broughton-Taylor (Clerk)

markbroughtontaylor@mac.com

01905 380092

Please return your completed questionnaires to the above
email or to:

Columbine Cottage, North Piddle, Worcestershire, WR7 4PU

Chairman: David Waide.  Vice Chairman:  Richard Davey


